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The Christian Annual 
for 1926 


is now ready. This volume is filled with things 
that should be of vital interest to every member 
of the Christian Church. 

Mr. J. F. Barnes, Secretary of the Eel River 
Christian Conference writes the editor as follows: 


Dear Brother Burnett: The copy of The Christian 
Annual received and many thanks for the same. While 
I have not read it fully yet, I find in looking over it that 
there are many things of value to the party who is in- 
terested in our work in general, or in particular either, 
as the data on all matters of the home church are given 
fully. You have certainly given us a volumn full of 
information that should be in the hands of every member 
of the Christian Church. 

Again thanking you for so kindly remembering me, 

I am, Very Truly Your Brother, 
J. F. BARNES. 


If you have not already placed your order for a 
copy you should do so at once as the edition is 
limited and when sold out it will be impossible to 
secure a copy as another edition will not be 
printed. 

The price is only $1.00 but is worth many to 
every one interested in the Christian Church. It 
is the best arranged and most complete volume 
of The Christian Annual ever published for our 
people. 


The Christian Publishing Association 


DAYTON, OHIO 
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Houses and Homes 


HE walls of a house may be builded of wood, 
Its foundations, of brick or of stone; 
But a genuine home is an exquisite thing, 
For it’s builded of heart throbs alone. 


The price of a house may be reckoned at once 
And paid with a handful of gold; 

But the price of a home very few can compute, 
And that price they have never yet told. 


The rooms of a house may be stately and grand, 
Their adornment, a triumph of art; 

But beauty of home is the final result 
Of the toil of an unselfish heart. 








A house may be burned, may be sold or exchanged, 
Nor the loss of one’s peace interfere; 

But the loss of a home—how it crushes the heart! 
For our homes we all love and revere. 


Of houses a man may possess many scores 
Yet his poverty lead to despair; 

But an honorable man in a home of his own, 
Must be counted a true millionaire. 


—James H. Skiles, in The Congregationalist. 
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About Folks and Things 


Lees Creek, Ohio Central Conference, Rev. 
F. G. Strickland pastor, recently closed a 
series of meetings with eleven additions to 
the church, four of them having for the first 
time made public confession of Christ. 


We are very sorry to learn that Rev. J. R. 
Cortner, our veteran friend at Farmland, 
Indiana, has been confined to his home by 
serious illness for a couple of weeks. We 
trust that ere this he is rapidly recovering. 
His pulpit at Eighth Street, Muncie, was 
supplied during his illness by Rev. Guernsey 
Stephens, of Muncie, Indiana. 


Through the kindness of Mrs. H. A. 
Culver now at Boynton, Florida, we have 
received an account of the burning of the 
old Union Church, eleven miles from Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. This church was founded 
in 1823 by Barton W. Stone; and, though 
it was no longer a member of our de- 
nomination, it holds historic interest for us. 


At the close of a series of meetings in 
which the pastor, Rev. C. A. Duncan, was 
assisted by Rev. J. C. Bozell and daughter 
Lois, of Tipton, Indiana, the Mooreland 
Church burned its note of long standing 
indebtedness, clearing the church of all 
financial obligations. It was a very happy 
occasion. As a result of the meeting there 
were also five conversions and one addition 
by letter. 


The appreciation of the church, especially 
from the standpoint of a fellowship or- 


ganization, which will be found in this 
issue by Brother Stanley E. DuMond, was 
written by this young brother for a get-to- 
gether meeting of the membership of the 
church at East Cobleskill, New York, Rev. 
C. O. Brown pastor. The author is a school 
teacher and one of the new converts who 
united with the church last fall. 


We hope our readers did not miss the 
announcement of Dr. Martyn Summerbell 
in our field news last week that Starkey 
Seminary is planning for the erection of a 
new gymnasium soon. This is provided for 
in the will of W. H. Corwith, Brooklyn, 
New York, one of the very able trustees of 
Starkey. His son, Mr. Lester F. Corwith, 
who also is an able trustee of the school, is 
co-operating with Dr. Summerbell in pro- 
moting the improvement. 


Servia, Eel River Conference, Rev. Bert 
Page pastor, held an evangelistic service 
last month in which there were thrity-two 
additions, one of whom has volunteered as 
a life recruit. Mrs. W. H. Martin, of Day- 
ton, formerly a missionary to Porto Rico, 
visited this church the last Sunday of Janu- 
ary and gave a most excellent address on 
missionary work in that island, of which 
Brother Page speaks very highly. She ought 
often to be used by our churches. 


Walnut Hills, Dayton, Rev. A. W. Hirby 
pastor, has been making some fine advance- 
ment in consolidating the spirit and strength 
of its work recently. More emphasis is be- 


ing laid upon the spiritual requirements, and 
preparation is under way for their coming 
Kingdom Enlistment Week in which Rev. 
H. H. Short, of Hagerstown, Indiana, will 
assist. Their Church Night on Wednesday 
evening has proved especially successful, 
the average attendance increasing 400 per- 
cent over that of other years. 


Sometime ago we told of a pastor having 
received into the church a mother, grand- 
mother, and granddaughter on the same 
day; and we wondered if anyone else had 
equaled this unique experience. Now comes 
word from Mrs. F. E. Bullock that last 
spring she received a mother, grandmother, 
and daughter and another mother, grand- 
mother, and grandson—from two separate 
families—all six into church on the same 
day. This is certainly a most unusual 
thing—and now we wonder if anyone has 
exceeded this record. 


On page nineteen will be found the an- 
nouncement by President F. G. Coffin of 
Palmer College of the appointment of Rev. 
C. G. Nelson as promotional secretary for 
that institution. The pressure of financial 
demands upon colleges these days is almost 
heavier than they can bear, and one of the 
best ways to meet it has been found to be 
through the work of promotional secretaries. 
The situation at Palmer makes it impera- 
tive that much help come and come quick- 
ly. Brother Nelson is one of the best known 
and highly esteemed men of the Western 
Convention and we are confident that the 
brethren and churches there will rally to 
his support with hearty willingness and gen- 
erous contributions. It is exceedingly im- 
portant that they do so. 


Isn’t there a vast difference in folks? No 
one finds it out better than an editor. Now 
and then some one sends something in with 
the instruction to “print it just as it is and 
don’t cut out a word.” But far more fre- 
quently folks write as did a correspondent 
the other day: “Never hesitate to cut down 
anything I ever write you, if you think it 
too lengthy. I think for the space you have 
in your small paper, it is wonderful the 
news you get into it. Our people are al- 
ways pleased when they see something from 
our church in The Herald; so I will try to 
boil it down—and if it is not boiled enough, 
you can finish it.” That woman is made 
after the pattern of an editor’s own heart! 
She must have been in the newspaper game 
sometime. 


Executive Secretary McD. Howsare re- 
turned to Dayton last week from an evan- 
gelistic tour which closed with Rev. Fred 
Cooper, D. D., and his church at Truro, 
Iowa. Kingdom Enlistment Week there re- 
sulted in fifty-five decisions, forty addi- 
tions, and more to join later. Brother How- 
sare also assisted Rev. C. G. Nelson in put- 
ting on a Kingdom Enlistment Week cam- 
paign with the church at Red Cloud, Ne- 
braska, which resulted in forty-six decisions 
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and thirty-one additions. Brother Nelson 
declares the Kingdom Enlistment Week to 
be “a wonderful program.” And among our 
Communications this week will be found one 
from Brother F. M. Strange in like appre- 
ciation, he having visited the work as an 
observer while Brother Howsare was at 
Truro, Iowa. 


President A. G. Caris and his associates 
at Defiance College are planning still larger 
and finer things for that institution. Per- 
haps the greatest of these for the immediate 
future is the organization of a Department 
of Religious Education to take care of the 
rapidly growing demand for training along 
this line. The Herald is _ particularly 
pleased to know that opportunity will be 
afforded at Defiance for careful schooling in 
religious education—that for Sunday-school 
teachers, for teachers in week-day religious 
education, and for directors in religious edu- 
cation in the churches. Additional courses 
will be added in the Christian Divinity 
School, more adequate courses offered for 
elementary teachers, and for teachers of 
home economics and public school music. 
Fuller announcement will appear in The 
Herald next week. 

It is very important that any of our 
people who expect to attend the convention 
of the International Council of Religious 
Education which meets at Birmingham, 
Alabama, April 12-19, should send in their 
registration immediately to President W. A. 
Harper, Elon College, North Carolina—to- 
gether with the registration fee of three 
dollars and fifty cents. This is in order 
that the Christian Church may retain its 
proper allotment and also that it may be 
given due recognition on future programs. 
This is to be a great convention. The rail- 
roads are granting special twenty-five per- 
cent reduction rate from the regular round 
trip ticket, and are running certain special 
trains—so that it will make a great trip. 
We are very anxious that a large number 
of our denomination attend and we hope 
that you will be one of them and that you 
will get in touch with Dr. Harper reygard- 
ing it. 

We have just read the bulletins sent to 
his people by Rev. Arthur A. Richards, 
pastor at Franklin, New Hampshire, in 
preparation for the every-member canvass. 
We are sure that this must have been of 
great benefit and helped much in the raising 
of the budget. Such bulletin letters from 
the pastor are of greater value than some 
pastors seem to realize. The average pastor 
uses far too few of them with reference 
to the financial work of his church. The 
success of an every-member canvass, both 
as to the amount raised and the spiritual 
blessing to the membership, depends almost 
entirely upon the previous preparation made 
for it. And inasmuch as no pastor has the 
privilege of preaching to more than a part 
of his membership, he should remember that 
about the only way in which he can carry 
his message to all of them is by the printed 
word—and the more personal and direct it 
is made, the more effective it will be. 
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and to know what they actually think and feel is as im- 

perative a necessity to our own intellectual honesty and 
spiritual manhood as it is an elemental justice to the other fellow. 
Something is primarily wrong with the sincerity and fairness of 
any Christian who will not seek to discover the actual belief of 
the one with whom he theologically differs and then be guided in 
his judgments and criticisms thereby, rather than to keep on at- 
tacking the beliefs which he presumes or has been told the other 
man holds. We are convinced that a vast and persistent lack of 
understanding and misrepresentation is more at the basis of the 
present theological controversy in the Church than is any discord 
of irreconcilable beliefs. It is simply amazing how men have been 
misrepresented and their views twisted and distorted in the heat 
of controversy. Especially has this been true as against the liberal 
viewpoint. Men who have the most profound faith in God and in 
the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ have been denounced as 
heretics. The very term “liberal” has been made anathema 
to the minds of thousands of men and women who admit that they 
know little or nothing of what liberalism is—and they know that 
little wrong. It is hard to be patient with, or even to believe in, 
the honesty of some of those conservative periodicals and leaders 
who persist so doggedly and unkindly in misstating and perverting 
the liberal position after they have again and again been assured 
by the liberals themselves that such misstatements are both wrong 
and unfair. 


‘ VERY sincere desire to be fair to those with whom we differ 


RAVE as is this matter to the intellectual honesty and spiritual 

integrity of such conservatives, it is of far greater importance 
to the unity and power of the Church of Jesus Christ. It is foolish 
to try to evade the fact that there is a great liberal element in the 
Church today, numbering many of its most powerful preachers and 
leaders, and that this element is rapidly growing. This liberalism 
embraces a great number of our colleges and universities and not 
a few of the most potent religious institutions and periodicals. If 
this liberalism is what so many have been made to believe that it 
is, then indeed the Church is in a bad way and the conservatives 
are justified in doing all that they can to throw it out, root and 
branch. But if this liberalism is other than it has been repre- 
sented, if it is genuinely and consistently Christian, then the sooner 
conservatives find it out the better it will be for themselves as 
well as for the Church and the Kingdom; for they do not want to 
be bitterly attacking as heresy anything which Jesus Christ himself 
approves and uses. To the honest conservative who desires to be 
fair-minded in his judgment of his brethren and who really is 
seeking to know what that great and growing liberal element in the 
Church actually hold as the basis of their belief, we would like to 
recommend the volume on “Liberal Christianity”* by Dr. William 
P. Merrill, as by all odds the finest statement of the moderate liberal 
position which we have yet seen. Dr. Merrill writes with rare in- 
sight into the heart of the Christian religion as well as into the 
thought-world of the present day, and with the most kindly and 
considerate manner towards the conservative viewpoint and belief 
and with due appreciation of its strong points. With fine discern- 
ment and understanding he presents the liberal position; not com- 
batively, but simply as a great Christian, whose work has been 
wonderfully blessed of God in many ways, might well testify to 


*Liberal Christianity. By William Pierson Merrill. Macmillan. $1.75. It 


may be purchased of The Christian Publishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. 


What Is Liberal Christianity ? 





his own personal faith in God, in salvation through Jesus Christ, 
and in the Bible. In admirable spirit that neither abuses nor dis- 
credits anyone, he makes plain the points of departure between 
the conservative and the liberal positions; but, better still, he 
shows unmistakably where they come together again at the feet 
of Jesus Christ in sacred adoration of him as the only competent 
Savior of the world. It is this convergence that is the vitally im- 
portant fact which should be heralded throughout the Church to- 
day and which The Herald has insistently urged with reference to 
this whole deplorable theological controversy. In the end both the 
conservatives and the liberals alike arrive at the same position— 
that of adoration of the Father and of reverent acceptance of the 
lordship of Jesus Christ, and both alike find their inspiration and 
guidance in the Word of God. And it is this profound agreement 
which makes so needless and pitiful the harsh and bitter con- 
troversy that has marred the peace and usefulness of the Church, 
and which crys out for a truer understanding and a more sympa- 
thetic appreciation between these two great groups in the Church. 


T should be clearly understood that Dr. Merrill is not speaking 
for that ultra-liberal fringe which fades out into radical uni- 
tarianism and humanism and has so little or nothing of that vital 
faith in the lordship of Jesus Christ and in the actual reality and 
personality of God—a faith which is so central to the Christian 
religion. That sort of extreme and vague radicalism is no less 
cbnoxious to him than it is to the conservatives themselves. He is 
speaking, rather, for that great body of moderate liberals who 
stand just across a quite indistinguishable line from the moderate 
conservatives. Nor is he slow to make plain that he is by no means 
satisfied with the type of preaching and practice of some of his 
own group. He acknowledges that the liberals have heretofore been 
characterized by high intellectual thinking rather than by deep 
spiritual radiation, and that their sermons have been more potent 
in training people to think right than they have in moving people 
to do right. As illustrative of his meaning, he relates the instance 
of a sermon on “Repentance” in which the liberal preacher told his 
congregation all about repentance, the history of the doctrine and 
the various theories of it; but when the sermon was over, “nobody 
wanted to repent, or thought of doing so.” This is typical of al- 
together too much of the liberal preaching of the past, and un- 
doubtedly is still the greatest weakness of liberalism yet today. 
“By their fruits shall ye know them” is just as much the real 
Christian test of sermons as it is of individual profession; and 
it is our conviction that the main reason why liberal Christianity 
has made such slow progress and has been the object of so much 
suspicion and attack is because in the past it has too often been 
barren of the finest fruits of Christianity. Those groups in the 
Church which have been so belligerently “liberal” that they have 
almost monopolized the name have so seldomly held any passion- 
ate interest in folks as folks or furnished any real dynamic that 
was greatly worth while to an individual struggling under a heavy 
weight of sin or distress. If that type of liberalism holds the real 
Savior that humanity wants and needs—wants because it does need 
—it has been quite slow to let the world find it out. But we be 
lieve that Dr. Merrill is correct in feeling that the situation is 
changing fast and that “more and more liberals are preaching a 
positive, saving gospel.” Indeed some of the most positive and 
searching preaching of today is being done by preachers of liberal 
faith and some of the mightiest and most prophetic voices against 
sin today, individual as well as social, are coming from the liberal 
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ranks. A frank recognition of this is necessary to any fair or 


honest estimate of liberal Christianity. 


T is the fact that the “misrepresentation of liberal Christianity 
has even gone so far as to deny to liberals the right to be con- 
sidered Christians at all” which has put so much bitterness into the 
controversy. Dr. Merrill leaves room for no doubt in any honest 
and fair mind that the liberal group for whom he speaks are abso- 
lutely sincere in their conviction that their faith and their approach 
to the Scriptures are profoundly Christian. He makes plain their 
“unreserved and thoroughgoing acceptance of the practical and 
spiritual authority of the Bible and of Christ.” “It is not too much 
to claim,” he says, “that the liberal Christian has a sense of the 
authority of the Bible, and of the lordship of Christ, as strong and 
as practically valid” as that of the conservative. “It is this fidelity 
to the New Testament which has led liberal Christians into many 
of their most characteristic positions.” They have arrived at these 
positions “not through going away from the New Testament, but 
through going further into that precious volume; not through ig- 
noring its teachings, but through mastering them more fully and 
clearer of misunderstandings. The liberal Christian has come to 
see that much which has passed for essential Christianity is but 
faintly indicated in the New Testament, if at all, coming rather 
from extra-canonical sources,’ and from quite human interpreta- 
tions and constructions of the Scripture. He insists, rather, on the 
freedom to go directly to the Bible to find in it what God shall say 
to his own soul. That the approach of the liberal Christian to the 
Scriptures is decidedly different from that of his conservative 
brethren, no one would want to deny; but that he really and truly 
does find the Bible as much the voice and the authority of God as 
does the conservative believer, no one has a right to deny until he 
can prove that the Bible is impotent and useless to that great 
body of beautiful-lived liberals in the church today—an under- 
taking which would be quite futile indeed to anyone who knows 
them and their devout use of the Scriptures. 


EITHER does the liberal Christian have a cheap or easy-going 

sense of sin, and hence no need for a vital Savior—as has been 
so often charged against the liberal viewpoint. To him, sin is not 
defined so much in the terms of a judge offended or a monarch 
angered, similes precious in the sight of the old theology; but rather 
does it seem to him that sin is— 


A personal relationship broken, a heart wounded, a disastrous 
failure in personal duty and privilege. . . . a personal breach with, 
an offense against, the love and goodness of the Father. He is 
sure that sin cannot lead to anything but curse and misery in the 
universe of the righteous and holy God, and that the one real 
problem in life is how to get rid of sin in the individual and in the 
social life. He knows that God hates sin, and that no one can be in 
fellowship with God who is on good terms with sin. 


Surely that is not taking a light view of sin. But Dr. Merrill 
goes further than that and emphatically insists that: 


The true liberal has a tremendous sense of the reality and curse 
of social sins, and of our personal responsibility for them. I dare 
to say that liberal preachers, as a whole, are more sensitive to the 
real sins of our day, and more severe and outspoken in dealing with 
them, than are any other class of preachers. Certain popular 
evangelists, for example, have poured out the whole wealth of their 
powers of invective against small peccadillos or doubtful practices, 
but have remained silent in regard to the really terrible evils of 
our time—war, wage slavery, mammon worship, commercialized 
amusement. . . . The Master took no light view of sin. No one can 
quite deserve the name of Christian, in his theology, who does not 
see sin as the great force to grapple with, the taproot of all 
misery. 


Believing thus in the reality and the great heinousness of sin 
as they do, the liberals for whom this author speaks believe equally 
strong in Jesus Christ as the only competent Savior. To them— 


“no formula, no ritual acts, can make one right with God; nothing, 
indeed, but personal penitence, change of heart, and trust... . 
The grace of God comes, bringing salvation into one’s life. . . Saving 
faith, to the liberal Christian, is entirely personal. It is trust in 
Some One, not belief in some thing. ... It is an overwhelming 
recognition of God in Christ, now saving us by his present living 
grace, of which Calvary is the perfect symbol and expression. . 
Here is sin, and here is the present grace of God; let them come 
together.” 
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SURELY such avowals of deep and basic faith in Jesus Christ and 

his Saviorhood cannot be treated lightly by the conservatives, 
These liberals are very conscientious in the belief that they do as- 
cept Jesus Christ and are accepted of him, and that they are very 
reverent in their handling of Scripture and in seeking to find in it 
the voice and the will of God. They may be mistaken; but that 
they are sincere in believing that their viewpoint is Christian, no 
one can doubt who knows them. And the conservatives should 
meet them on that basis; and should at least learn what they actual- 
ly do believe and why they believe it, before they make venomous 
attacks upon them. This admirable book will help to such a better 
understanding. Approaching each other in the kindly attitude of 
sincere brethren, the moderate conservatives and the moderate 
liberals have invaluable contributions that they can and should 
make to each other and to the Church. 


And Still the Wheels Keep Turning 


T would help greatly towards a steadiness of mind in our nation 
| right now if those who are so much disturbed over the decision 

of the United States to enter the World Court would simply 
pause to consider how smoothly the wheels have kept turning 
through the years in spite of all the direful forebodings and evil 
prophecies of politicians and of even the fearful misgivings of very 
sincere and earnest-minded Christian believers. Let us recall, for 
instance, how a couple of decades ago many in our nation were 
disturbed over the passage of the federal reserve banking act, and 
how perfervid politicians all over this nation volleyed and thundered 
against it as a heinous surrender of sacred rights which would 
place within the hands of Wall Street the machinery for wrecking 
the financial affairs of this nation! We remember how frightened 
some really were, and how frightened certain politicians appeared 
to be. But how smoothly the wheels of our nation have kept turn- 
ing since then! And, according to our greatest authorities upon 
the subject, it was only this federal reserve banking system which 
during the war and since preserved our nation on an even finan- 
cial keel and saved the panics that otherwise would likely have 
come. Today men of all parties gladly accept this great financial 
institution which only a few years ago was fought so bitterly for 
partisan reasons. 

The same is true with reference to the question of State rights. 
How many times in the past political spellbinders have foretold the 
doom of this nation under the diminishing rights of the States 
and the steady increase of federal power. But how calmly the na- 
tion has gone right along on the even tenor of its way, with never a 
State suffering any actual ill-consequences so far as we can dis- 
cern. Even prohibition, as an invasion of State rights, has not 
proven as entirely disastrous as the wets predicted! More and 
more, as modern transportation and industry have eliminated State 
lines in actuality, society has found and will continue to find an 
absolute necessity of still further ignoring those lines in practical 
government also. Political theorists might as well compose them- 
selves to the fact that no amount of academic reasoning can prevent 
such practical and wholesome modification of ancient “rights.” 

Or if we want to go back still further, we will find men like 
Patrick Henry, of “give me liberty or give me death” fame, doing 
all within their power to keep their State from ratifying the Consti- 
tution of the United States in the sincere belief that that very 
Constitution which some of our citizens now call a “divinely in- 
spired document” was an instrument of the devil devised to destroy 
the liberty of their beloved commonwealth. We of today can scarcely 
believe with what intensity and sincerity a few of the leading men 
of the colonies fought the formation of this national union. A 
few years ago The Herald was roundly berated by one of its sub- 
scribers for daring to quote from their speeches, the subscriber 
contending that such quotations “defamed their good name to this 
younger generation and proved those notables to be men without 
vision or understanding.” To us the arguments of those men 
against the Constitution seem as utterly foolish as their fears 
proved utterly groundless. And this great Union of States, of 
which they were so fearful and foreboding, and our great Consti- 
tution which they so bitterly and sincerely denounced, stand today 
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as the very bulwarks of the liberty which they themselves wished 
by that opposition to safeguard and defend. 

History has perhaps never witnessed any closer parallel than 
that furnished by the attacks of men like Patrick Henry against 
the Constitution and men like Senator Borah against the World 
Court and the League of Nations. Their arguments are so similar, 
their fears are so alike, their lack of faith in the sincerity and 
potential powers of peoples to govern justly in the larger norms 
and aggregations are so identical, as to be almost startling. But 


The Trend 
A Great Non-Christian Tribute to Christianity 


Just now as the thought of our church is being turned towards 
Japan preparatory to the Foreign Mission Offering next month, 
it is exceedingly encouraging to read an editorial in the Japan 
Times giving a non-Christian estimate and appreciation of the 
power and benefit of Christian missions and Christianity to that 
nation. Americans are so prone to measure mission work by the 
number of converts made and the increase of church membership 
in mission territory that it is well for them to be trained to think 
in the terms of that far larger direct and indirect influence of the 
Christian religion which cannot be included in statistical surveys. 
We here are so accustomed to these larger influences of Christianity 
upon public opinion and public ideals that we do not stop to con- 
sider how largely our nation is indebted to the gospel for these 
benefits, nor how potent is the preaching of the gospel to effect 
indirectly the standards and life of a people. With penetrating 
insight the editor of the Japan Times makes frank and bold esti- 
mate of the value of this impact upon the social and political ideal- 
ism of that nation. It should be remembered that this is an un- 
prejudiced view; for the Times declares that it speaks “as a non- 
Christian independent observer of what Christianity and Christians 
have done to this country.” Referring to a dinner given by Vis- 


count Shibusawa, Baron Sakatani, and others to Dr. John R. Mott 
during his recent visit to Japan under the auspices of the National 
Christian Council of Japan—spoken of elsewhere in this issue by 
Dr. A. D. Woodworth—it says editorially: 


It is common enough to say that Japan has won her present 
place in the world through her prowess at arms, as if mankind 
had no eriterion for judging the greatness of a people but the brute 
instinct to kill each other. No, that is not the only criterion, nor 
yet the main criterion. There is a higher standard, indeed, the 
highest standard, namely the quality of civilization. What is it that 
has given Japan her present civilization? It may be claimed that 
Japan has had centuries of oriental civilization that have prepared 
her to rise to a higher plane of humanity and enlightenment. But 
no amount of sophistry will hide the fact that it is the Christian 
workers and Christian civilization that have lifted Japan above the 
darkness of old ideas and backward customs and put her on the 
path of progress and higher culture. 

Modern Japan may have been an apt pupil; but she has had her 
days of tutelage and her tutors have been neither Buddhists nor 
Confucianists, but the Christians with their Christian civilization. 
Thirty years ago we had extraterritoriality removed, not because 
we had our own enlightened judiciary system, but because we went 
heart and soul into mastering and adopting the Christian system 
and ideas of justice. We are today received to all practical pur- 
poses, (except alas, in emigration question), as equals in the most 
advanced centers of the world’s civilization, and that not because 
we are the descendants of people of the highest bravery, with a 
noble code of chivalry, but because we have succeeded in assimi- 
lating the Christian standard of ethics and morality as well as 
Christian good manners. 

Let us ask who it was that taught us in this struggle for up- 
lifting ourselves? The answer is perfectly simple. The Christians 
and Christian ideas of love, humanity, justice, and propriety, there- 
fore, Christianity. Japanese Christians professing their belief in 
the Bible, and going to churches may not be very large; but the 
Japanese men and women who think as good Christians do without 
knowing it and are propagating and acting up to Christian ideas 
are innumerable. In fact it may be said, without exaggeration, 
that if Christianity as a religion be making but slow progress in 
Japan, the Christian ideas may be said to have already conquered 
the country. 

For this Christian conquest, of which we are not ashamed, we 
must admit that we owe it to Christian workers, foreign and Ja- 
panese, especially workers like those who are represented by our 
great visitor, now in our midst. We sometimes think that these 
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the fearful and faint of heart who see such portentous dangers in 
the World Court and the League of Nations may well compose 
themselves in the implicit confidence that just as the great Patrick 
Henry’s dread of the United States proved so entirely needless, so, 
too, will the wailing prophecies of the opponents of the World Court 
soon be forgotten as the wheels of time slowly grind on their sure 
and steady way to higher and better forms of international rela- 
tions through which, and through which only, can be found the 
paths to permanent peace. 


of Events 


workers would be the more welcome to us and accomplish more if 
they did not talk so exclusively of religious topics. None the less 
we cannot deny that they are doing us a world of good. These 
are our plain but frank words of welcome to Dr. Mott. 


Speaking of the above, Dr. Woodworth well says: 


This seems to me to give a just estimate of the results of mis- 
sionary effort in Japan. We certainly are a “feeble folk,” but 
Japan has received a new set of standards of character and great- 
ness. And a greatly enlarged vision of what is necessary for the 
true welfare of the country. Does this help to explain the fact 
that though the number of Christians reported is about 200,000, 
sales of the Book by the American Bible House alone this year 
is about 800,000 copies, with the British Bible House still to reckon 
with? An editorial in another paper spoke of the influence of 
missionaries in the matter of temperance, declaring that all the old 
ideas of alcoholic drinks as being necessary to health and joy had, 
by the lives of the missionaries, been proven false. Considering 
the source of the testimony, it has great value. 


Vice-president Dawes on Smoking 

The smoking propensities of Vice-president Dawes have been 
so widely advertised that it is quite surprising indeed to hear him 
warn the pages of Congress, as he did in a recent talk which he 
gave them, as follows: “Don’t be hip-flask boys, don’t smoke, don’t 
swear, and don’t chew tobacco.” And yet perhaps it is not sur- 
prising after all; for there are indeed few men who use tobacco 
who do not recognize in it a nasty if not an injurious habit and 
advise boys strongly against its use. Mr. Herbert Hoover, Secre- 
tary of Commerce, goes farther than the Vice-president, when he 
says: 

There is no agency in the world today that is more seriously 
affecting the health, the education, the efficiency, and the char- 
acter of boys and girls than the cigarette habit, yet very little 
attention is paid to it. Nearly every delinquent boy is a cigar- 
ette smoker, which certainly has much to do with it. Cigarettes 
are a source of crime. To neglect crime at its source is a short- 
sighted policy unworthy of a nation of our intelligence. 

oO 

Through the William E. Harmon Foundation, the colored race 
is to be eligible to awards for distinguished achievement in litera- 
ture, music, fine art, industry including business, science including 
invention, education, religion, and race relations. Seven first 
awards of a gold medal and four hundred dollars each, and seven 
second awards of a bronze medal and a hundred dollars each, and 
one award in race relations of a gold medal and five hundred 
dollars, are to be awarded. Negro persons of American residence, 
male or female, may become candidates for the seven first-named 
awards; and any person of American residence, white or colored, 
may become a candidate for the award on race relations. Further 
information may be secured of Mr. George E. Haynes, Secretary of 
the Commission on the Church and Race Relations of the Federal 
Council of Churches, 105 East 22d Street, New York City. 

Oo 

A very successful method of conducting a school of missions 
has just been completed by five Baptist churches in Illinois. The 
group co-operated in securing the help of a lecturer on missions, 
each church having the lecturer one night a week for six weeks. 
The textbook used was “Prayer and Missions,” the attendance was 
large, and fine results were achieved. Some years ago six churches 
of our Miami Ohio Christian Conference followed a similar plan, 
the pastors themselves doing the speaking. Each one gave an 
address upon some particular phase of church work to each of the 
six churches. The results fully justify a more general use of the 
plan. 








Glancing at Europe 





Number Six—Germany, Center of Self-Popularity 


NE cannot travel long in Germany 
without learning that Germans are 
very popular with themselves. They 
take tourists much as a matter of course, 
for they already know why visitors should 
want to come to them. It would be strange 
if they did not. Perhaps they understand 
less readily why after having seen Ger- 
many they should care to go elsewhere. 
They are an excessively satisfied-with-self 
people. When you begin a conversation 
with them, and especially if you differ with 
them, their rating of your inferiority is un- 
mistakable. If you speak favorably of any- 
thing outside of Germany, they carry the 
air that you are speaking of imitations or 
substitutes and not the real thing. I am 
more nearly entitled to a right to say these 
things than some others for I am speaking 
of my own national strain. 


Though they have an unwarranted esti- 
mate of themselves, they are unquestionably 
a superior people but not always in superior 
ways and things. They will boast to you of 
their methods of control of evil, which are 
not control at all, but encouragement. There 
seems ofttimes to be lacking the finer and 
higher interpretations. Many of them are 
incapable of attaching unselfish purposes to 
the acts of other nations. As an example, a 
German statesman who had occupied a first 
place in that country while the new order 
of government was being established, said 
to a small group of Americans in Stock- 
holm: “I cannot understand how you Ameri- 
cans came to cast in your lot with France 
in the World War. She is much inferior to 
you in her ideals and you have much more 
in common with us.” Then he continued: 
“Germany would have been wise to have 
borrowed enormous sums of you at the out- 
break of the war. Then you would have 
entered the war on our side in order to 
make your loans safe.” This interpreta- 
tion is an index to much that is German. 
One of the Americans in the group informed 
him in Christian kindness that after the 
rape of Belgium and the repudiation of 
international agreements, it would have 
been impossible for them to have secured an 
American loan for war purposes. He also 
pointed out that if Germany had refused 
to violate the neutrality of Belgium as her 
own Bismark had done years before and 
had not launched a cruel maritime warfare 
on all nations, sexes, and ages, the United 
States would probably not have entered the 
war. His only comment was, “We have no 
Bismarks today.” 

Germany is not chastened as a result of 
her defeat. She does not feel it keenly. 
Notwithstanding her claims of poverty there 
was more evidence of prosperity than in any 
country through which we passed. Some 
understanding of the language enabled the 
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writer to get more information from the 
people of all strata here than in most other 
countries. 

The magnificence of the cathedral at 
Cologne has already been referred to. The 
exterior suggests a beautiful lace work in 
stone. It was begun in 1248 and completed 
in 1880. It is a pure gothic structure with 
ceilings one hundred fifty feet high, one hun- 
dred four sustaining pillars and nine thous- 
and electric bulbs. To me its exterior 
seemed the most beautiful building upon 
which I had ever looked. 


A day was spent on the beautiful Rhine, 
every foot of which is crammed with history 
or beauty. The beautifully terraced, vine 
covered hills turn every foot of available 
space into profit. The reforestration pro- 
gram utilizes even the crevices of the soil- 
jess rocks. The old castles of the rubber 
barons are still in good state of preserva- 
tion. They occupy the highest altitudes 
along the Rhine. They were located thus 
in order to command a view of the surround- 
ing country and to make defense more easy 
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THE PRIZE OF OUR CALLING 
Can I find God? 


I, of the coward soul, 
Who seek my safety in the things that 
change; 
Can I find God? 
I have found love; 
And with undaunted soul, 
Through unknown loss, by pain un- 
thinkable, 


I shall find God. 
Can | see God? 


I, of the world of sense, 
Whose finer grain earth's unshed husks 
corrupt; 
Can I see God? 
I have seen Christ; 
And my light-cleansed soul 
Shall worship while the sev’ral sense- 
veils lift, 


Till I see God. 


Can I know God? 
I, of unfaithful mind, 
Whose weak hands cannot hold their 
chosen good; 
Can I know God? 
I have known life; 
And with strong-willing soul 
Which, living, makes its own each 
smallest good, 


I shall know God. 
Can I love God? 


I, of unpracticed heart, 
Who will not leave self-love for mine 
own kind; 
Can I love God? 
O loving Christ! 
May my love-quickened soul 
So love my brother-man that, losing 
self, 
I may love God. 
—Susan M. Hayman, in 
The Commonwealth. 




















in the event of an attack. These castles in 
almost all cases had a chapel attached or 
near by. Though they robbed they must also 
worship. In some cases these chapels were 
decorated with the goods stolen from other 
chapels or pillaged from people not strong 
enough to resist. Strange anomaly! 

Women as well as men work in the fields 
and industries. Sometimes the tasks seemed 
greater than they could perform, but they 
undertake the hardest kind of manual labor. 
Quite every American woman should be pro- 
foundly thankful that her home is here. Only 
the more favored of other countries enjoy 
the favors which are well nigh universal in 
America. 

Our way takes us through Bonn, the birth- 
place of Beethoven, and Coblenz, the head- 
quarters of some of our American boys 
after the war. This is now “occupied” terri- 
tory; therefore soldiers from France and 
Belgium are common. Hugh _ Stinnes’ 
barges traversed the Rhine and railroads 
paralleled it, all carrying products in pay- 
ment of “reparations.” A stop was made 
at beautiful Wiesbaden. a well known spa 
where very fine accommodations and the 
best cooked food in Europe were provided. 

Germany is very strong on system and 
efficiency. Personal convenience seems to be 
willingly sacrificed ofttimes in the interest 
of these features. Her people are heroical- 
ly working to regain her lost prestige. She 
studiously tries to impress the visitor favor- 
alby and has recently been making special 
efforts to attract the tourist through her 
territory. She will succeed, for from the 
angle from which she works Germany is 
usually a success. She evidently feels just 
now, judging from some of her advertising 
matter, that she has special inducements to 
offer the thirsty American tourist which 
these Volsteadian days do not afford at 
home. The method of handling the liquor 
question is another of her points of self- 
satisfaction. Her trains are well handled. 
Where there are grade crossings, even in 
the open country, protecting gates are used 
to prevent accidents. The new government 
seems to be trying to care for the needs of 
its citizens, educationally, socially, physical- 
ly, and industrially. However, they may 
feel about the passing of the old regime of 
government, they voice no regrets. 


If we work upon marble, it will perish; 
if we work upon brass, time will efface it; 
if we rear temples, they will crumble into 
dust; but if we work upon immortal souls, 
if we imbue them with principles, with the 
just fear of God, and the love of fellow-man, 
we engrave on those tablets something 
which will brighten all eternity.—Daniel 
Webster. 
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Dr. Mott Again in Japan 


BY REV. A. D. WOODWORTH, D. D. 


HIS is the sixth time that Dr. John R. 
Mott has come to Japan. At other 
times he stayed two or three months 

and powerfully swayed the young men be- 
fore whom he spoke in the great student 
centers of the Empire. This time he spends 
hardly more than a week, and is busy almost 
every waking hour in receptions and con- 
ferences. 

Mrs. Woodworth and I were permitted to 
meet him and his wife at a reception at 
the great‘ Waseda University where about 
seventy-five missionaries and Japanese 
gathered to do him honor. 

One of the addresses of welcome was 
given by Rev. H. K. Miller who came to 
Japan on the same ship with us thirty-three 
years ago. He told how Dr. Mott had en- 
deared himself to us all by his charming 
personality and high character, but another 
cause for our regard lies in what Dr. Mott 
represents, since he devotes himself with 
all his soul to the evangelization of the 
world, to bringing about peace and harmony 
among the nations of the world, and in his 
ability to grasp and solve the great mission- 
ary problems. 

In his address Dr. Mott deplored the fact 
that he could not stay long in Japan. He 
longed for the fellowship with all the Chris- 
tian forces in Japan, but he is just starting 
out on a 45,000 mile journey, in part to ful- 
fill a promise made before the Great War 
to the Queen of Holland to visit the de- 
pendencies of that kingdom whose inhabi- 
tants number 60,000,000 and nearly all Mo- 
hammedan. 

In his first visit to Japan he had been 
tremendously impressed with the need of a 
great increase in the number of mission- 
aries on the foreign field. In consequence 
he had written his book, “The Evangeliza- 
tion of the World in This Generation.” 

In his next round-the-world journey, his 
vision had shifted and he realized deeply 
that however great might be the increase in 
the number of missionaries, they could not 
accomplish the task. The great need then 
was greatly to strengthen the arm of the 
native forces, by raising up an increasing 
number of the natives of every land to 
evangelize their own people. This he coan- 
sidered a distinct advance beyond his first 
conclusions. 

But he came the third time to these east- 
ern lands and he then greatly deplored his 
shortsightedness of his former visits be- 
cause it had grown upon him that the need 
greatest of all was the need of a deeper 
spiritual life and power. To accomplish the 
great task, to win the battle, there is need 
of a superhuman power, a superhuman wis- 
dom, a superhuman love and self-sacrifice. 
If he could go back to the beginning of his 
career, here is where he would place the 
emphasis. For, with the deeper spiritual 
life, the young men and women of our 
schools would be willing to make any sacri- 


fice, endure any hardship, in order to give 
themselves with passionate devotion to the 
redemption of fallen men. Not only so, but 
a great company of men and women would 
be raised up to extend the Kingdom of God 
by their generous gifts of money. 

It was a small, despised band of disciples 
who saw the agony of their Lord on Cal- 
vary; but these men, filled with the Holy 
Ghost, undertook to conquer the Roman 
Empire and succeeded. 

In Mr. Miller’s address he had said, “If 
we are not living up to our responsibilities 
and doing our full duty, we would like Dr. 
Mott to show us the way.” Mr. Miller went 
on to say that one time in Sendai the sev- 
eral denominations had a discussion about 
church unity and all agreed that it was most 
desirable. But when some one proposed 
that they have communion together, there 
was immediate disagreement, some insist- 
ing that no one had a right to administer 
the Lord’s Supper unless he had been 
properly ordained. 

Dr. Mott said he shrank from giving ad- 
vice in regard to the better way, but he 
would like to say that in the deep conscious- 
ness of Christians of different denominations 
there is the feeling that we are one, one in 
the desire to become day by day more like 
the Christ, one in the desire to have others 
brought under his sway, one in the convic- 
tion that Jesus Christ is Lord of all, one in 
the readiness to die rather than give up 
one’s hope in Christ. 
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When Dr. Mott last visited Jerusalem and 
saw the hill where the Son of God laid down 
his life for a lost world, he could not but feel 
deeply how much it must grieve the heart 
of the Son of man to see his followers sep- 
arated from one another. We are faced 
with a great world task which requires a 
united front. To show forth the excellencies 
of our Lord, all the denominations are 
needed; but woe to that nation or church 
which thinks that all the truth in the reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ has been given ex- 
clusively to it. 

Dr. Mott does not fear at all the enemies 
outside the Church, but he does fear great- 
ly the differences inside. The detached 
fragments of a great army are insufficient 
to cope with the mighty problem of bringing 
the world to bow at the feet of our glorious 
Christ. And with unity in diversity and 
a burning love that counts every man a 
brother who makes Jesus supreme, we can 
all work with a harmony that shall be the 
delight of our Lord. 

At the refreshment tables it was my great 
privilege to sit beside Mrs. Mott, a very 
genial and winning lady who, as she entered 
the room, went about shaking hands with 
everybody just like her husband. No in- 
troductions being necessary. Her husband 
looks to be six feet two, and his wife says 
he is sixty years young, but he retains all 
the vigor of his youth. Their coming was 
an inspiration. At Kamakura, where Dr. 
Mott held a three days’ conference with the 
Christian leaders of Japan, Dr. D. B. 
Schneider, of Sendai, in a welcome address, 
pronounced Dr. Mott the greatest living 
Christian leader of the world. 

Tokyo, Japan. 


The New Commandment of Love 
BY REV. JOHN G. TRUITT 


A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another; as I have loved you that ye also love one 
another.—John 13:34. 


OW shall we live our lives? We are 
H church people, we are Christians, we 

shall look to Christ Jesus for our an- 
swer. What others may say is worth while 
and interesting, but what Jesus Christ says 
cannot be gainsaid. In himself your writer 
would be afraid and embarrassed to come 
to you with suggestions on how to live a life. 
Human wisdom is too short, and so often 
proves to be unsafe. But there is a spirit 
and manner of living which is divine and 
tested, and has never been found empty nor 
faulty. This spirit and manner were set 
forth in their best form by Jesus and an- 
nounced in the following words: “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 

With a mental eye looking through an 
upper window in an ancient city we see 
Jesus and the Twelve. There they are. The 
Lord and his followers. There they are. 
Christ, the Founder of our faith, and the 
key-holders of the Kingdom of God. It is 
one of the greatest gatherings in the history 
of men. It is a moment mighty in King- 
dom-making. Great things were taking 


‘place. A word now is worth untold volumes, 


for the pupils with whom was placed so 
much of the world’s most valuable teach- 
ings are now advanced and about to come 
to their awful commencement! As we look 
through the window we behold strife among 
the disciples, feet-washing by the Lord, 
withdrawal by the traitor after having eat- 
en from the Savior’s hand, final prepara- 
tions for departure into Gethsemane, and 
an awful hush for the great, last words. 
Words they are which followers of Christ 
are to hear and never forget. Standing in 
the attitude of departure, the Great Teacher 
gives his new and well-nigh final, com- 
mandment: “That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one an- 
other.” 


“Love one another?” What wonderful 
words! How much they needed to obey 
them only the Lord himself knew! Had they 
loved one another? Had not they? Yes, 
but only Jesus knew how much they were to 
suffer. Only he knew how lonely they were 
going to be. Only he knew how much they 
would need each other’s love. It was one 
thing to have the keys of the Kingdom of 
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God; it was a vastly different thing to know 
what to do with them! They had disputed. 
They had sought preferment. They had 
been sometimes disappointingly weak. Je- 
sus knew that in a day near at hand oppo- 
sition would hit hard upon them. Jesus also 
knew that theological controversy and dis- 
pute were just ahead of them. Jesus knew 
that Jerusalem must settle eternal questions. 
Jesus knew love! Ah! if only you take this 
new commandment and burn it upon your 
souls—love—if you only live by it and die by 
it if necessary, the success of the Kingdom 
is assured. He would tell them at a time 
when they could never forget it. What mo- 
ment hung upon it. He could take no risk 
on his Kingdom being rent asunder for a 
lack of love. “Love suffers long.” How they 
were to suffer! “Love envieth not.” In the 
past there had been jealousy. They must 
not wreck his Church with envy. Therefore, 
“A new commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another.” 

But after all there was nothing new about 
the commandment “to love one another.” 
Lev. 19:18, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” Lev. 19:34, “Thou shalt love 
him as thyself.” And we read what is well- 
nigh the same in the day it was uttered as 
“Love your enemies,” for in Deut. 10:19, 
“Love ye therefore the stranger,” is a close 
approach to the former. Is there some mis- 
take? Jesus knew these things were in the 
Law. Why did he call his commandment a 
new one? The one little word “as” makes 
all the difference. 

“As I have loved you.” Love takes on a 
new meaning when measured by the Lord 
of Love himself. There is nothing soft or 
flabby about the love of Christ. It is not 
something to be merely talked about or 
boasted on. It is a powerful, self-sacrific- 
ing, all-pervading spirit and manner of life. 
Thinking of love as he loved I read, “Love 
. .. beareth all things,” or again “Love 
never fails.” Indeed it is a new command- 
ment. Think of what the Lord did for you 
to express his love. And think what he is 
able and anxious to do for you in causing 
you to love others as he has loved you. 
Not inappropriate is Edwin Markham’s 
quatrain when he says: 

“He drew a circle that shut me out, 
Heretic, alien, a thing to flaut ; 


But love and I had the wit to win, 
We drew a circle that took him in.” 


oO 


Only penitence can see “with open face” 
the one vision that can subdue and satisfy 
a world—the vision of a man on a cross— 
and this vision the ascetics had. They strove 
after an interior knowledge of sin, after a 
glimpse of the love that sin has stricken to 
the heart; and, say what we will, here, and 
nowhere else, is the beginning of illumina- 
tion, the great wisdom of unseen eyes. It 
is at once a daring adventure and a sweet 
safety, for the contrite heart is an explorer 
of new planets and a dweller at the 
Father’s hearth. “Satan,” says John Puls- 


ford quaintly, “can convert illumination in- 
to a snare, but contrition is beyond his 
art.”—E.. Herman. 
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What Is a 


BY W. A. 
President of 


HE word “Christian” occurs in the 
T Bible in three different connections. 

and from these we may be able by ap 
analysis to determine what the Bible con- 
notes when this term is used. 

We are told in Acts 11:26 that the dis- 
ciples were first called Christians at Antioch. 
The context plainly shows that this term 
was used to indicate that by it certain per- 
sons were set off from the rest of the world. 
We may safely conclude, therefore, that 
there is a difference between the Christians 
and the non-Christians. This is the only 
logical reason why there is such a word as 
“Christian” at all, that it should designate 
a group wearing certain characteristics and 
exhibiting them in their experience and life. 


This same word occurs in Acts 26:28 
where Paul is before King Agrippa. Paul 
is at this time endeavoring to persuade 
Agrippa to become a Christian. We learn 
from this circumstance that one of the 
characteristics of the Christian is mission- 
ary zeal. The Christian feels that he is 
commissioned to win others to Christ. When- 
ever the Church has had the missionary and 
evangelistic spirit, it has prospered and 
there is no other way for it to prosper. 

The third instance where this word 


occurs is in I Peter 4:16. Here the apostle 
speaks of suffering as an integral experience 
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Christian ? 


HARPER 
Elon College 


of the Christian life. Christ himself 
suffered for the sake of his followers and 
they are privileged likewise to suffer for 
his sake. This is one of the mysteries, deep 
and abiding and precious, of the Christian 
experience. Only those who have suffered 
for Christ have reached the zenith of Chris- 
tian privilege. 

In this connection it would be well for us 
to see what Christ himself has to say to 
those who are his followers. He does not 
use the word “Christian” to describe them, 
but does use the word “disciple” and the 
word “friend.” He says in John 15:14, 
“You are my friends, if you do whatsoever 
I command you.” And in that same chap- 
ter, seventeenth verse, “These things I 
command you, that ye love one another.” 
We are justified in concluding, therefore, 
that Christ numbers among his followers 
those who love one another and, if there 
is lack of evidence of love on the part of 
Christ’s followers, this should be cause for 
self-examination. Our Master very plainly 
says we are not his disciples unless we obey 
his command and his command is, ‘Love one 
another.” 

A Christian, therefore, is one who is set 
off from the world, who undertakes to win 
others to Christ, who suffers for Christ’s 
sake, and who loves his fellow-men. 

Elon College, North Carolina. 


The Greatest Fraternal Organization 


BY STANLEY 


HE Church is the greatest of all fra- 
ternal organizations. Other organiza- 
tions require that the candidate shall 

be initiated, to show or impress him or her 
with the underlying principles that the or- 
ganization holds forth. Candidates in most 
cases are sworn to absolute secrecy as to the 
things which go on in the meetings. They 
are given a secret handshake or other 
recognizable sign, secret passwords by 
which one brother may recognize and be 
sure of a fellow brother, and a pin adver- 
tising the fact that they belong to this 
select body. 

Fraternalism of this sort in a way is bene- 
ficial both to the individual and to the world 
at large. However it takes a very upright 
fraternity to put forth a benefit of the right 
kind. Too many fraternities go out for 
social benefits, forgetting that these are on 
the material side of life. 

The Church as the greatest fraternity of 
all—that of the Brotherhood of Man—does 
not require that the candidate be initiated, 
that he be given a secret password, badge, 
or grip, to allow him to enjoy the meetings. 
Your word that you are living a Christian 
life is your password, the hand of fellow- 
ship is your grip, and your badge is the 





E. DUMOND 


assurance you show others that you are liv- 
ing a Christian life. 


All of us have made resolutions upon our 
entrance to the church. We need to do this, 
for all things are done by first making reso- 
lutions then carrying them out. When we 
think of the same thing for a time without 
variation that thing becomes second nature 
with us and we do not have to stop to make 
ourselves do that thing by thinking. 


Whether or not we shall be able to carry 
out our resolutions depends to a large ex- 
tent upon the way which the older members 
of the church support and encourage us. 
Persecution sometimes strengthens a reso- 
lution, especially when the resolution has a 
strong background. But encouragement also 
has fine points. When a flame is feeble, just 
as some of us are timid, a blast of air will 
put the flame out. Just so will criticism of 
some of our actions tend to blow out the 
flame of our belief. When the little flame 
has grown into a white heat giving fire, a 
blast of air only spreads the flame wider— 
spreads the light farther into the darkness. 
A weak faith sheds a feeble light; but every 
intense flame was once feeble. 


East Cobleskill, New York. 
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At Prayer Time 


So that we serve in newness of the spirit. 
—Rom. 7:6. 
oO 


Since its beginning Christian faith had 
made strong claim that it was new. It has 
urged in its adherents a sense of fresh 
motive and unique experience. In every 
vital period of Christian history there has 
been some definite expression of this very 
principle. It is this that is at work in re- 
formation eras. 

At times this has not always meant per- 
fect adjustment of the individual. Perhaps 
it is because we do not always see clearly, or 
we may not wait for reasonable insight. 
Consequently a restlessness may seem to 
possess those who find joy in the new which 
faith urges; or, mistakes will be made in ac- 
cepting lateness for quality which can be 
easily made. 

At other times some will try to reduce 
the new into statements of belief and sys- 
tems of faith. But systems seem to insist 
on staying put and they soon chafe the 
spirit of those who respond to the religion 
of new life and action. 

For there is a very clear virtue in the 
Christian religion that relates it to the realm 
of the present problem, the recent occur- 
rence, the newly discovered, and to a cor- 
responding freshness of spirit that carries 
its own testimony to, and realization of, 
vitality. 

Doubtless it is this which is meant in this 
term from the New Testament, newness of 
spirit. It so happens that it occurs in con- 
nection with what may seem to be a doctri- 
nal argument. But let that be as it may, it 
still bids for our meditation as it holds be- 
fore us elements of timeliness of belief and 
service that have long made our religion 
unique. 

oO 


Be useful where thou livest, that they may 

Both want and wish thy pleasing presence 
still; 

Kindness, good parts, great places, are the 


way 
To compass this. Find out men’s wants 
and will 
And meet them there. All worldly joys go 
less 


To the one joy of doing kindness. 
—George Herbert. 


ae 


There is today an interesting difference 
in attitude in almost every phase of Chris- 
tian activity. And it is this difference that 
points to the native impulse of Christianity. 
For this faith has always been the very 
companion of progress, not by universal en- 
dorsements but by quiet personal interests, 
and it has brought to the hearts of disciples 
a thrill of new approach and achievement. 

Sometime ago some one used the term, 
“The New Missions.” Why should a term 
like that ever be needed? For some will ask 


if there is not the same response to the 
Great Commission now as at other times. 
The widen- 


But there is a new missions, 


ing contacts that missions have provided 
have tended to broaden our world outlook. 
And this broadened outlook has meant some 
changes in our missionary purposes. Only 
a few years ago it seemed that the special 
interest of our missionary enthusiasts was 
to enroll the people of the nations into some 
sort of a confession of faith of Jesus; and 
that then meant salvation. At times there 
was long appeal that we hurry to the rescue 
of souls that were dropping into a kind of a 
burning eternity faster than we could count. 
Well, in a way, that was the expression of 
a quickened interest in the spread of the 
gospel in those days. But as men and 
women gradually went from the homeland 
and began to get into the actual life prob- 
lems of far-away people, some of their mis- 
sionary purposes enlarged. 

Then they came back, or wrote back,— 
and they are still doing it. That meant that 
through them we were getting more im- 
mediate contact with these people. Our own 
motives were enlarged. No longer do we 
condemn foreign religions wholesale; we 





~ 


) 





So he died for his faith. That is fine— 
More than most of us do. 

But say, can you add to that line 
That he lived for it, too? 


It is easy to die. Men have died 
For a wish or a whim— 

From bravado or passion or pride, 
Was it harder for him? 


But to live; every day to live out 
All the truth that he dreamt, 
While his friends met his conduct with 
doubt 
And the world with contempt. 


Was it thus that he plodded ahead, 
Never turning aside? 
Then we'll talk of the life that he led— 
Never mind how he died. 
—Jenkin Lloyd Jones. 


S y) 




















evaluate them, tolerate them, and trust that 
by doing so we can open the treasures of 
Christian belief and display the values of 
Christian social ideals to the appreciations 
and understandings of these peoples. 


oO 


While we have been getting better ac- 
quainted with people across the seas, we 
have also been getting better acquainted 
with our own neighbors. Once we thought 
of counting a person as a convert who 
would unite with our church even though 
he was previously active in another com- 
munion. 

And most of our earlier enterprises in 
local communities had to do with the 
furtherance of our own faith in the com- 
munity. Fortunately it seemed to work 
reasonably well for those times, even when 
we would compete for the biggest revival. 

Now there is in most places a warming of 
these interests—which are essentially the 
same—with each other. And now when we 
think of our home communities and use the 
word “church,” we do not think of our own 
group alone. We think of our neighbors’ 
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church as much as of our own organization. 
And if there are several organizations work- 
ing in the community, we think of them all. 

For today we serve in a newness of spirit. 
At times it may seem that greater numbers 
are not affected; but we are sure, neverthe- 
less, that there is a truer understanding and 
practice of the spirit of Jesus in our various 
programs. For now we face the daily prob- 
lems of life more; we are much more con- 
cerned with relief and reclaiming service 
and common welfare,—and we see that to 
obtain it, there is a fresh stimulus to join 
hands with our neighbors in doing these 
things that represent the spirit of Christ in 
the neighborhood. 

All of us welcome this; we are deeply 
thankful for it! It even prompts us to an 
appreciation of the experience of the New 
Testament writer who pointed to the grace 
of the new spirit as the characteristic of 
Christian faith of his day. 


oS 


God, in the name of Jesus’ blood and tears, 

Loose us from slavish bondage to dead years, 

To dogmas that, encrusted in the mold 

Of age no virtue have, save to be old! 

Lo! a new era has been ushered in, 

Lo! now the new wine burst the ancient 
skin! 

Then gird us, 
fears, 

Give us the daring hearts of pioneers: 

What though in quest of truth we some- 
times stray, 

Better to seek fresh morsels day by day 

Than feed, like swine, on husks before us 
thrown 

From which the inward nourishment has 
gone! 

Better to stray—and struggle back again 

If we too far surpass our mortal ken— 

Old paths for sheep, but new-cut trails for 
men! 


Lord, dispel our cowards’ 


—Marie LeNart. 
|| 
Jesus was not forever urging the new, 
of course; he had respect for that which was 
old, if it were still useful. While he would 
not put new wine in old wine-skins, he would 
urge the wisdom of the scribe who could dis- 
cover treasures in the new and the old. 
But even this was a new attitude for that 
day; and it has been growing through the 
years. We now have a new nationalism, 
new human interest, new worlds ahead, with 
promise of new motive and power to wor- 
ship and to serve for God and man. 
oO 
New every morning is the love 
Our wakening and uprising prove; 


Through sleep and darkness safely brought 
Restored to life, and power, and thought. 


oO 


In all thy nearness, Eternal Presence, 
thou dost seem to be more knowable in the 
days and the ways that are ahead. Thy 
mercies of experience and richer motive are 
new every morning. And as the chapters 
of new life open, and as we try to offer to 
thee an open spirit, we find new purpose to 
high ideal and new desires with us to serve. 
May it continue to be ours thus to grow in 
Christ. Amen. 


ERNEsT D. GILBERT. _ 
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Evangelism and Life Service 


Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





Dr. Cooper and Truro Church 
INGDOM Enlistment Week is function- 
ing at Truro, Iowa, in an inspiring man- 

ner—over two hundred prospects and thirty- 
seven of these won on the first day. At 
least seventy-five ought to be reached be- 
fore the campaign closes. Rev. F. M. 
Strange, of Barnes City, Iowa, spent five 
days here studying Kingdom Enlistment 
Week methods. Doctor Cooper and Brother 
Strange are delighted with the work. 


At Ferguson, Iowa 

Two nights and one day will be spent with 

Rev. E. C. Geeding, Ferguson, Iowa, at 
the close of the Truro campaign. Brother 
Geeding has recently closed a successful 
evangelistic campaign and our visit to his 
church will be to aid in carrying out a 
plan of conservation. 


Encouraging 
PLEASE take the new Christian Annual 
and turn to page 283 and 285 and check 
up on our gains for years 1924 and 1925. 
Net gain for 1924—3,579; for 1925—4,745. 
Our combined membership is now 116,469. 
Thank God, we are growing. 





Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma 8S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Day of Prayer 

RE you planning to observe the day? 

The program this year is an unusually 
good one. The title, “In Everything by 
Prayer,” covers the real purpose and plan 
for the day, as well as reminding us that 
the rule for our lives might well be, “In 
Everything by Prayer.” 

The price of the program is the same 
as in former years, two cents per copy. 

February 19 is the day set for the “Day 
of Prayer,” but if you see that the day is 
not best for your community, then change 
the time to a day as near the nineteenth as 
you can. 

The offerings taken on the Day of Prayer 
are to be used for the work among “Farm 
and Cannary Migrants and for Christian 
Literature in Foreign Lands.” 

Our Woman’s Mission Board has pledged 
to each of these worthy causes, so what you 
give is in line with our own mission work. 


“Pray Without Ceasing” 


A MISSIONARY came to the close of a 

hard day, somewhat discouraged and 
weary in body, almost too weary to pray, 
but when she glanced at the Prayer Cycle, 
she saw that it was the day the folks in the 
homeland were to pray for her, and she was 
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strengthened by the thought, both in body 
and mind. Did you pray that Day? 


ROM the day of Pentecost, there has been 

not one great spiritual awakening, in 
any land, which has not begun in a union 
of prayer, if only two or three. No such 
outward, upward movement has continued 
after such prayer meetings have declined; 
and it is in exact proportion to the main- 
tenance of such joint and believing suppli- 
cation and intercession that the word of the 
Lord in any locality has had free course 
and been glorified—Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


Franklinton Dormitory Rooms 

THE following names have been sent in: 

Rhode Island and Massachusetts Confer- 
ence Woman’s Board. 

The Alice M. Burnett Society, Harwood, 
Ohio. 

Mrs. Cora Zeiders, Mansfield, III. 

Mary E. Rowell (Memorial). 

Conneaut Society (Ohio). 

Hagerstown Society, (Indiana). 

Mrs. Elizabeth Bailey (Memorial). 


Louisa A. Sibley (Memorial). 
Milmine Society (Illinois). 
Who Will Be Next? 





Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Two and Two 

“And he went around about the villages, 
teaching. And he called unto him the 
twelve, and began to send them forth by 
two and two.”—Mark 6:6, 7. 

“Now after these things the Lord ap- 
pointed seventy and sent them two and 
two.”—Luke 10:1. 

Christ was the greatest teacher and the 
model organizer. He is always honored 
when his followers use his plans and 
methods. He has ever honored the use of 
his own plans. The plan of “twos” is one 
of the very best plans ever used by those 
who would do Christ’s work. It does not 
matter whether it be in soul winning, so- 
cial visitation, or the every-member canvass. 
Witness the Kingdom Enlistment Week re- 
sults throughout our church, witness the 
every-member canvass. throughout our 
brotherhood where they have followed the 
standard plan. 

See what two men of the church can do, 
when they have been properly instructed, 
sitting down in a home; they can explain 
every item in both parts of the budget and 
make it plain to the entire family, answer- 
ing questions that the pulpit does not have 
time to answer in detail even if all members 
of all the families were present. 

These two canvassers can talk it through 
with the family, showing the needs, fields, 
responsibilities, and tactfully make sug- 
gestions if amounts likely to be subscribed 
are unworthy. They can show that a tithe 
of the income is the least that anyone should 
give, and that the greater portion of this 
should ordinarily be subscribed through the 
church. 

Here is a family where the husband has 
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heretofore made the only subscription of 
perhaps fifty cents a week for current ex- 
penses and a nickel for benevolences. There 
is a chance to do real stewardship teaching 
and urge that each member of the family 
should subscribe for his own sake as a 
matter of worship, which is individual. Then 
there is a chance to show that the ratio is 
not a right one, and the importance and 
magnitude of the denominational benev- 
olences may be shown. Then it may be sug- 
gested that fifty cents and five cents are 
fifty-five cents a week, or $28.60 per year 
which is a tithe of an income of only $286 
for the whole year. Then it may be shown 
that the family pledges should total several 
times the former amount. It is a great 
privilege and honor to be a canvasser and 
a great blessing a canvasser brings to one 
whom he encourages to come up more nearly 
to his privilege and duty. 

A team not only secures subscriptions 
for the Kingdom work, but carries a mes- 
sage of cheer to the family, shows the ac- 
complishments of the past year and the 
aims of the new year. Often new workers 
are discovered, sometimes the way opens 
for a brief prayer, especially if there are 
sick ones or shut-ins or if there is sorrow 
or trouble. It is a great chance to get next 
to that family and sow stewardship teach- 
ing. It is great to be honored by one’s 
church by being chosen as a canvasser. 

Jesus was always seeking to develop 
workers. He took some pretty raw material 
—the twelve and the seventy—and see what 
he brought them to be. The every-member 
canvass develops the canvasser in a wonder- 
ful way. It is a pastor’s priceless privilege 
to develop them into splendid workers. It 
trains them for larger leadership. It gives 
them a man’s task, not a boy’s job. It 
draws out their best. It gives them new 
and interesting points of contact. They be- 
come advocates, and it is a great thing to 
be an advocate of the various causes of the 
Kingdom. No church can afford to go 
without a regular every-member canvass 
annually. 





Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





AST week we reported a total of thirty- 

nine churches registered for the Church 
School of Missions and fifty-seven churches 
and Sunday-schools for the Blue Book pro- 
gram to be carried out during February 
and March. This week the number of 
Schools of Missions is increased to fifty-two 
and for the other program to ninety-six. 
This is two mission schools more than the 
total number held last year, and within one 
of the total number using the other program 
last year. Every day additions to these lists 
are coming in so that we feel that the total 
will show a good increase over the total of 
last year. 

Following are those added since last week: 
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Volunteers for the Church School of Missi 
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Church Pastor 
ON | RE errr Peer k tie ree er W. M. Jay = 
eee RS REE b. S. Barton Our Victory Year 
Neola, Kansas Senet e eee eee ee ee eenes B. S. Barton 
Darlington, Indiana -. J. C, Orebaugh HIS is the challenge of the Mission Board to the members of the Christian 
Bethel, Illinois .... wees J. T. Brooks 
Logansville, Ohio .. ... G. Dewey Wigfield Church for thi d i 
Sig ME = ck. cesses G. Dewey Wigfield or this quadrensial year. 
Amesbury, Mass. ........+.es00 Arthur H. Fielder The Foreign Mission Period of February and March offers the first real 
a —. ster ceceecereccececens Wi “2 g Tassnend opportunity to put the challenge to the test. 
Woodstock, Vermont ..........06% Hormas 4 Lewis The Southern Christian Convention is making a wonderful effort to do its 
Bz aE 0! 5:0 4-9: thth 4 -0he's > Ale hk OMI S A rt os wits ja 
Trop, Ohio sa SYP SSS A a ey VG a tame full share by raising a $25,000 emergency mission fund during these two months 
to help liquidate indebtedne d issi 
Volunteers for the Supplemental or aon ee may teen oo ance suis 
Bluse Beck Freqven The churches of the North are in line with many Church Schools of 
Gholi Pastor Missions and short missionary programs every Sunday during the period in 
Hat INGOM Ps, ain eisisins 103 =2eels dg eae se. W. M. Jay preparation for a great Foreign Mission Offering March 14, or nearest convenient 
ti ogg § SPA : S. Barton ania 
OU I 5 voc bvecsscusessyeades ee . S. Barton " 
Pe OE a eet eee W. H. Hainer We are calling upon all i 
TOWSON, TEOMME oo6 ccs ccc cece R. L. Hendrickson die hi e . ° oe and churches to use inhindtel possible plan 
Prairie Chapel, Indiana ........ Mrs: Cattle Beaver uring this period to inform your people about the present missionary situation 
beg al Senne ee teen eee eens + “oe and to prepare them for a great response in March. If you have not sent for the 
Darlington, Indiana ................ J. ©. Orebaugh literature for free distribution, do it now. 
Anwoaly Oho 0S Ola, Dentaon Watch for special announcement next week. 
Wocdington, Ohio ........ .... Clark A. Denison THE FOREIGN MISSION DEPARTMENT, 
Amesbury, Mass. ........ ... Arthur H. Fielder ‘ " ' 
Harriaville, Indiana ...........cs..000+ Zelma Mills Wilson P. Minton, Secretary. ' 
NGA Me a 5cs.c.g.s anys aise sinsis on a5 L. C. Mackey ‘ 
Spencerville, Ohio ..............0.4- J. A. Albright ’ 
Pinteaerey GINO 6 ain 5. oc os iS vse wees cies Cc. F. Baldwin ry 
-_ MOUS ROMEO ip cace 5:8-0-4 05908 4 6900, Cc. F. Baldwin 
a Prey ree . G. Nelson eed 
Harrison St., Kokomo, Ind. ............ L. C. ‘Winn hours of 1925, and beginning of 1926. On MIAMI OHIO 
. . vs . . 
Dewittville NeYe LLL L @.letcher the sixteenth the executive board held a In connection with the series of eight in- 
Gresmvile, Oboe 22000 Meer et geen mecting: at Urbana “and stitutes in Miami Ohio Conference during 
Dayton, Ohio, First ...........0..05: W. H. Martin Planned tor future work. January, the young people held rallies at the 
ae er ee E. Morton . vs f . Mr P 
Bloomington, Ontario ............-.+. E. Morton ONTARIO CONFERENCE angi - each night’s program. Where an 
Church . ow Ue CeSenee ene = Morton organization had not been begun, plans were 
ingw ° MICOEID cece rc cteeeesicceveas ° 8) n ~ ; “7 . . 
East Hounsfield, N. Y. .............- R. G. English On January 23, at the Victoria Park made for future meetings. In each meeting 
Somes. Onn. glaictontstocea tye sien ae oe — Church, Toronto, the Ontario Young the central theme was “Loyalty” and short 
Covington, Ohio ...................., W. A. Freeman People’s Congress was organized with L. talks made on “Loyalty to Our Church,” 
Sal: ia, ne ei ree 5 i is i i 
So oy naan RRO pp inaber S'atiley Paisley as president. Nine of the “Loyalty to Our Congress,” “Loyalty to Je- 
nee a ne ar a oe A. E. Kemp eleven churches sent representatives to this cys Christ,” and in addition each program 
McNeely Memorial, Ind. ............... R. G. Siferd initial meetin A splendid program was P . . P 
Vanderveer Park, Brooklyn, N. Y. ..... P. S. Sailer ei 8. 2 wy included a worship service and special 
New Hope, Indiana ................ « J. M. Bradbury given during the afternoon and evening, in- music. John D. Rauch, president of Miami 


Most of the schools and special programs 
are now under way, though some are hav- 
ing to change the time a bit to meet local 
conditions. It is quite likely that other 
pastors not yet listed are following these 
plans. We would like to have your names 
as soon as possible. We cannot urge too 
strongly that every pastor adopt some 
definite plan to get the foreign mission mes- 
sage to your people. The very future of 
our overseas work depends upon our efforts 
during this period. 





Christian Education 


W. A. Harper, General Secretary 





January Activities in the Young 
People’s Division 


[NCLEMENT weather and bad roads do 

not seem to stop the progress of our 
young people’s work, for January reports 
show real activity. On January 2 leaders 
from a number of conferences met at Day- 
ton, and discussed their work together. Full 
report of this meeting is available at the 
office of the Christian Education Depart- 
ment. The following reports have come in 
from various conferences: 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE 


The young people of this conference or- 
ganized their Congress during the closing 











cluding addresses by Dr. W. P. Fletcher, 
Rev. C. J. Felton, L. Stanley Paisley, and 
others, and a supper served by the Victoria 
Park young people. Plans for future rallies 
and a real program were made, and the 
young people of Ontario in a very splendid 
way have joined in the great young people’s 
movement of our church. 


NORTHWESTERN INDIANA 


Northwestern Indiana held its first con- 
ference rally at the Rock Creek Valley 
Christian Church January 30 and 31. Miss 
Mable Casad is the very efficient president, 
and Miss Cleo Thomas, the active secre- 
tary of this group. The program began 
with the Saturday night banquet, and con- 
tinued through Sunday afternoon. Each 
church contributed to the program, and 
speakers from the outside were Mr. Alfred 
Fletcher and Miss Lucy M. Eldredge. Plans 
for dividing the conference into district 
groups were made, and the Northwestern 
Indiana young people are looking forward 
to a series of district meetings in all these 
groups in March. They also voted to try 
to have a Christian Endeavor society in 
every church in the conference before their 
June meeting. 


WESTERN INDIANA 


Western Indiana had an executive com- 
mittee meeting on the thirtieth to plan their 
program to reach every church in the con- 
ference. 


Ohio, had general charge of these rallies. 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 
Miss Coghill reports progress in young 
people’s work in the South. On the thirty- 
first of this month, Elon College entertained 
the young people of that section. Other 
sections of the South are planning work and 
carrying on in a great fashion. 


OTHER PLACES 

In Northwestern Ohio, district meetings 
continue to be loyally carried on. In 
Southern Ohio, Miss Conner has been carry- 
ing the message to more churches. In 
Eastern Indiana, ev2ry January Sunday had 
a young people’s rally scheduled, the central 
theme of which was “Evangelism,” and 
these young people are working hard to win 
their 500 to Christ and the Church. In local 
churches, much is being done also. The 
Riverdale Church, Dayton, has launched a 
new Young People’s Department, with 
Franklin Wilson as president, and Jean 
Ward as secretary. Advance, Indiana, had 
a young people’s banquet on January 23, 
which was attended by nearly fifty young 
people. Walnut Hills, Dayton, has a new 
young people’s choir, and the young people 
of this church also are taking charge of 
occasional evening services. Irvington, New 
Jersey, young people are putting on a very 
splendid program, and Springfield, Ohio, 
young people celebrated Christian Endeavor 
Week, with a birthday party, and by taking 
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charge of two Sunday evening services and 
of the mid-week prayer service. 


AT BIRMINGHAM 


The Christian Church has been allotted 
twenty-five representatives to the Young 
People’s Congress at Birmingham in April. 
These delegates must be between the ages 
of 16 to 24. Registration with Dr. Harper 
(Registration fee $3.50) will entitle young 
people to all privileges of the whole Con- 
vention, and to a seat in the Young People’s 
Congress. Or, if there are young people 
who can attend only the young people’s ses- 
sion April 16-18, write for special registra- 
tion blank. Registration should be made at 
once. Write today for full information to 
Dr. W. A. Harper, Elon College, N. C. 


The General Convention 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 


TeUeUUDEresiedesssetseseueseCENstepaueensUsOUESOCURSERESUUOOUSUESEGHRTITEEEEENGE 


“You may think your head is level, 
But no matter what you think, 
You are voting for the devil, 
When you vote to license drink.” 
THE man or woman who gets no joy out 
of their religion, may be sure that no 
one else does. 

God never allows a man to pick his 
ground when he sends him to work in his 
vineyard. 

A good old lady said to her nephew, a 
poor preacher, “James, why did you enter 
the ministry?” “I was called,” he replied. 
“James,” said the old lady anxiously, as she 
looked up from wiping her spectacles, “are 
you sure it wasn’t some other noise you 
heard?” 


REVS. D. B. Atkinson, W. P. Minton, and 
W. H. Denison are appointed a Correlat- 
ing Committee to act throughout the Con- 
vention session. This committee was ap- 
pointed by the Committee on Program. 

The following pre-convention committee 
has been appointed by the Executive Board: 
“The Church and World Problems”—Her- 
mon Eldredge, Dayton, Ohio; Rev. W. W. 
Staley, Suffolk, Virginia; Rev. Clarence E. 
Huff, Oronoque, Kansas; J. B. Hutton, 
Dover, Delaware; Mrs. Athella M. Howsare, 
Dayton, Ohio. The post-office address of Mr. 
Hutton, as given in The Christian Annual, 
is an error. It should be Dover, Delaware, 
and not Madrid, Iowa. 

We are still receiving orders for Conven- 
tion literature, and we are glad of it. The 
Convention never had better literature than 
it has this year, and it is justly due the 
membership of the churches that it be made 
available to them, and never did the Con- 
vention need the co-operation of all the 
churches more than it does now. The oppor- 
tunity for service was never greater than 
it is now. Dr. Coffin is doing a great work 
for the Christian Church. He is bringing 
our Principles to the attention of the re- 
ligious world in a way that tells mightily 
for good. It would indeed be a serious loss 
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to the Christian Church should he be com- 
pelled to discontinue his service, but unless 
there is a more general, and a far more 
generous, co-operation by the churches, the 
curtailment of the Convention work is in- 
evitable. The Convention office was never 
more needed than now, and never did better 
work for the church than it is doing now, 
and yet a large number of pastors and 
churches remain indifferent to the demand 
and the opportunity, and give no heed at 
all to the calls for co-operation. 


Remittances for January, 1926 


Whole Number of Remittances 

From Churches 
General Convention 
Christian Education 
Home Missions 
Evangelism 
Aged Ministers’ Home 
Carversville Orphanage 
Federal Council 
Near East Relief 

From Sunday-schools 
General Convention 
Christian Education 
Foreign Missions 
Home Missions 
Aged Ministers’ 
Franklinton College 
Carversville Orphanage 
Elon College Orphanage 
Near East Relief 

From Christian Endeavor Societies 
Christian Education 
Near East Relief 

From Conferences 
Federal Council 

From Conference Woman’s Mission Board 
Aged Ministers’ Home 

From Personal Gifts 
General Convention 
Christian Education 
Foreign Missions 
Home Missions 


Jesus Raises 
THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON 
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Franklinton College 

Carversville Orphanage 

Olive Williams’ Memorial Fund .... 
Christian Publishing Association .... 
American Bible Society 

Mission to Lepers 

Near East Relief 


Received for Near East Relief Fund 


January, 1926 


Sulphur Springs Church, Indiana 
Eaton Church, Ohio 
Irvington, First, C. E. Society, N. J. 
Towanda Church, Kansas 
Liberty Church, Indiana 
East Springfield S. S., Pa. 
Moreland Church. Ind. 
Coletown Church, Ohio 
Finesville Church, N. J. 
Newfield Church, N. Y. .. 
Columbus Church, Ohio 
Bethel Church, II. 
Woodstock C. E., Vt. 
Mt. Pleasant Church, $11.00; 

Ohio 
Warren S. S., 
Buckland Church, Ohio 
Fall River, First Church, Mass. 
Hixville S. S., Mass. 
Chapmantown 5. 3. Pa. 
Plainville Church, $13. 30; S. S., $3.60, N. Y. 
Shiloh Church, Ind. 
Christian Union Church, Ind. 
Antioch Church, Ind. 
Elon College Church, N. C. 
Red Cloud Church and S. S., Nebr. 
Hope C. E., Ill. 
Fall River, Bogle St., Church, Mass. 
Fairview, Taylor County, S. S., Iowa 
Huntington Church, Ind. 
Pleasant Hill Church, Ind. 
Irvington, Second Church, N. J. 
Amesbury S. S., Mass. 
South Vienna Church and S. S., Ohio 
Plattsburg Church, Ohio 
Ansonia C. E., Ohio 


10.25 
27.60 
27.00 


50.00 
5.00 
6.37 
20.75 
15.79 
2.02 
PERSONAL GIFTS 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Nichols 
Rev. E. C. Hall 
Mrs. Linda Marr 


5.00 
25.00 
12.50 


$1,265.79 


Lazarus From the Dead 


FOR FEBRUARY 21, 1926 


John 11:1-12:11 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
. Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—I am the resurrection and 
the life; he that believeth on me, though he 
die, yet shall he live-—John 11:25. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, February 15—The Death of 
Lazarus. John 11:1-16. 
Tuesday, February 16—Jesus’ Message 
to the Sorrowing Sisters. 
John 11:17-31. 
Wednesday, February 17—Jesus Raises 
Lazarus From the Dead. 
John 11:32-44. 
Thursday, February 18—The Proof of 
Christ’s Resurrection. 1 Cor. 15:1-11. 
Friday, February 19—The Pledge of 
Our Resurrection, 1 Cor. 15:12-23. 
Saturday, February 20—The Process of 
the Resurrection. 1 Cor. 15:35-49. 
Sunday, February 21—Victory Over 
Death. 1 Cor. 15:50-58. 











A WORSHIP SERVICE 
pepe ‘In Heavenly Love Abiding,” 
“Worship and Song.” 
Miyelinn? ‘We Would See Jesus,” 

“Worship and Song.” 
Story of John 11:1-12:11—Told by a funeral 


director. 


No. 54 


No. 96 in 


Prayer—By one restored to health. Thanks 
for life and every means that lengthens 
it, for child welfare work, for doctors, 
nurses, serums, and vaccines, and hospitals 
and sanatoria, and prayer for God's bless- 


ing upon the efforts to find cures for 
cancer and tuberculosis. 
Hymn—‘Break Thou the Bread of Life,” 
No. 94 in “Worship and Song.” 
Superintendent's and Secretary's period. 
Lesson Study Period. 


He Whom Thou Lovest Is Sick 

OW pregnant with significance some of 

these passages are! Here is evidence 
that Jesus loves; and that loving, he cares. 
So he loves you and your loved ones, and in 
case of sorrow and sickness and trouble you 
too have the right to come to him and tell 
him that the one he loves is sick or in 
sorrow or need. 
Love That Does not Grant 

Love sometimes withholds as well as 
gives. “Unanswered yet! Nay, do not say, 
ungranted. Perhaps thy part is not yet 
wholly done.” My father loved me, but 
there were things that, because he loved 
me, he would not give to me. I was not old 
enough, or in some other way was unready 
for that which I asked, or much greater 
good could come to me by waiting. This is 
not arbitrariness; it is thoughtful love. 
Fallen Asleep 

What a beautiful way to speak of death. 
We fall asleep so quietly, and then after 








or 
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we are restored and refreshed we awaken 
again to a new day, “Untouched by time and 
untarnished by sin.” So after our life’s day 
is over we fall asleep to awaken restored, re- 
freshed, and ready for that day that knows 
no sunset. It is like saying, “Good night; 
we shall see you in the morning.” 


Thy Brother Shall Rise Again 


Here is expressed the hope that springs 
eternal in the human breast. It seems in- 
conceivable that creatures made in the image 
of God, and able to think his thoughts after 
him, should cease to be. But we are very 
happy indeed that the great Teacher has 
given us the assurance, “Thy brother shall 
live again.” 

And so for me there is no sting to death, 

And so the grave has lost its victory, 

It is but crossing—with bated breath 

And white, set face—a little strip of sea 
To find the loved ones waiting on the shore, 
More beautiful, more precious than before. 
“Lord, if thou hadst been here” 


What a heritage it is to have the confi- 
dence of some one! There are some who are 
just so realiable that you can always lean 
right back on them, and know that they will 
never fail you. Can folk rest in you as 
they did in your master? Can they say, 
“Oh, if (calling you by name) had been here 
that trouble would never have occurred, or 
that perplexity would have been ironed out?” 


Jesus Wept 


The infinite, strong Son of God in tears! 
What must the angels have thought as they 
leaned over the battlements of heaven? But 
then they would know that he had always 
cared. He felt keenly for these stricken 
sisters, as he does for the heart-strained 
everywhere. Probably something of the 
hollowness of the artificial mourning of the 
people may have saddened him, and his 
heart went out to them all. “But drops of 
grief will ne’er trepay.” We do need the 
heart sympathy, and the world would be 
brutal without it. But Jesus at once set out 
to help dry those tears in a very practical 
way. 


“Take ye away the stone” 


Jesus -wants to help, but he uses other 
folk in carrying out his work. And he is 
yet. He said on the cross, “It is finished ;” 
and so it was as far as his earthly work 
was concerned. Now he depends on you to 
carry on his work. One might think of 
many stones that are in his way, and that 
only we can remove. Ignorance, for in- 
stance, is a stone that keeps Jesus away 
from his work, as is also prejudice. As par- 
ents and teachers we must remove stones of 
difficulties from the way of Jesus. Soin our 
work in Japan and Porto Rico, and in 
Haverhill and Apache we are doing the very 
same kind of work; and moreover, if we 
do not remove these stones these sons of 
Lazarus will never come forth to life. 
Jesus’ Thanksgiving Before the Answer 


Have you faith enough to thank God be- 


fore you get your answer? If in our 
Master’s name we make our prayer, then 








before we ask we can give thanks for the 
answer. 


“Loose Him and Let Him Go” 


After these sons of Lazarus are given 
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life, let us not keep them bound. Even now 
there is much work for us to do. After the 
Kingdom Enlistment Week is over, the 
church has a great task in loosing them and 
letting them go. 


What Is Faith, and What Does It Do for Us? 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR FEBRUARY 21, 1926 
Acts 9:1-20 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 

If you can secure a copy of -““Twice-Born Men” by 
Harold Begbie, have different members of the society 
tell briefly the life story of some of the characters in 
this book; such as “The Puncher,” “Old Born 
Drunk,” ‘‘The Criminal,” ‘‘The Copper Basher,” “The 
Lowest of the Low,” ‘‘Rags and Bones.” Have some 
one tell of the transformation of the life of Paul, or 
Peter, or in the Old Testament the transformation of 
the life of Jacob or King Manasseh. In our own day 
and land there are such men as Billy Sunday, Harry 
Monroe, Mell Trotter, and S. H. Hadley, whose lives 
have been marvelously transformed by the power of 
Christ. Have some one tell the story of their lives. 
If you can obtain a book written by Mrs. E. M. 
Whittemore, entitled, “Delia, the Blue-bird of Mul- 
berry Bend,” telling the story of a miraculously trans- 
formed life and get one of the young ladies of the 
society to give a brief sketch of it, it cannot fail to 
stir the hearts of the hearers. 

Have a place on the program of the evening for 
members to tell the story of transformed lives that 
they have known. The leader should tell the mem- 
bers not to give the true names of the persons they 
describe unless they are sure that no harm would 
come if they gave them. 

Thoughts on the Theme 

ACCHEUS. Luke 19:1-10. The Roman 

government was master of Palestine and 
the Jews were obliged to pay taxes to the 
Roman government. The collection of these 
taxes was sold to Jews who were willing to 
take this hated task. They were to charge 
enough so that they could turn over to the 
Roman government the amount they had 
promised to pay, and they then put on all 
they thought they could squeeze from the 
people for themselves. They were known 
as publicans and intensely hated by the 
Jews as traitors to their country. Zaccheus 
was a ruler of this hatred class. We may 
therefore surmise that he had not been 
wholly guiltless of extortion, but when he 
saw Jesus and heard his loving, gracious 
words, there was an instant transformation 
of his life that found expression in the state- 
ment: “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods 
I give to the poor; and if I have taken any- 
thing from any man by false accusation, I 
restore him fourfold.” Surely this is evi- 
dence of a life transformed by Christ. The 
dishonest had become honest. 

John. Mark 3:17; 1 John 4:7-14. Before 
John met Christ he was known as a “son 
of thunder.” Surely there is no hint of 
gentleness or love in that name. Read the 
reference in 1 John and see how in these 
eight verses the word “love” occurs four- 
teen times. Every line of these verses 
breathes, not thunder, but love. Christ had 
transformed the “son of thunder” and he 
had become “the beloved disciple.” He can 
transform our dispositions so that instead 
of passionate outbursts like a thunderstorm 
in its fury, the world shall see our lives like 
the golden sunshine of a peaceful summer 


day. 


Peter. Matt. 4:18-20. What a rough, 
blundering, impetuous fellow Peter was. 
Self-confident and boastful, and failing in 
the crisis when the test came. He was no 
“pinch-hitter.” Sent to bat in a crisis he 
would have been pretty sure to have fanned 
out. But the life of Jesus touched the life 
of this loose, rolling stone and he became a 
veritable rock, immovable and sure. Christ 
can transform the life of the vacillating and 
unstable and make them as stable as the life 
of Jesus. 


Paul. 2 Cor. 3:17,18. Think of that fiery 
zealot breathing forth threatenings and 
slaughter, haling men and women to prison 
and death; meeting Jesus on the Damascus 
road and transformed into the great apostle 
to the Gentiles, preaching the very gospel 
he had so bitterly opposed. In the refer- 
ence given Paul says the transforming 
power that wrought the great change in his 
life, and that which can transform any life 
that will yield to that power, is the Spirit 
of Christ. There is no life so low and so 
deformed by sin but the Spirit of Christ 
can transform it and make it a beautiful 
life. 


Common Experience. Titus 3:1-8. Titus 
has given us here a graphic pen picture of 
what has happened in thousands of lives 
that have come into vital contact with the 
life of Jesus Christ—foolish lives, dis- 
obedient lives, lives that were the servants 
of hurtful lusts and pleasures, lives full of 
malice and envy and hate. Such lives as 
these have become, through the transform- 
ing power of the Holy Spirit, fitted to be 
heirs of eternal life. 

Stephen. Acts 6:8-15. It is not alone the 
lives of moral derelicts that Jesus trans- 
forms, although the transformation may be 
more marked in such lives. He takes the 
lives of good moral men and women and 
transforms them by the power of his Spirit 
until they are new creations in Christ Je- 
sus. We have no back history of Stephen to 
know what his character was before he was 
touched by the Spirit of Christ; but I have 
always thought of him as a good moral man. 
But after he had been transformed by the 
Spirit of Jesus he was a new man. His 
spirituality had been shot through with the 
glory and dynamic of spirituality. 


To Illustrate 
G. Campbell Morgan gives an illustration 
of the transforming power of Christ in the 
following: “When I first visited that home 
there stood the woman clad in unwomanly 
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rags with the marks of a brutal fist upon 
her face, and three ill clad children cling- 
ing to her skirts. ‘Excuse the children run- 
ning from you. They thought it was their 
father.’ If I were a painter, I would like to 
paint you a picture of that home as I saw 
it one year later, on a Sunday afternoon. 
They had moved out of the hovel into a 
cottage up on Main Street. There sat the 
father by the fire with his three bairns who 
had run away from me a year ago. One 
was on his knee, one on his shoulder, an- 
other standing by him. I never heard 
sweeter music than was made by the kettle 
on the hob that day. The woman who a 
year ago was in rags was clothed, and the 
smile of love was in her face. Why this 
difference? Her husband had been con- 
verted.” “This transformation of life, Je- 
sus wil] de for you and for me if we will 
let him.” 

When I first saw the inhabitants of 
Fernando Po, observed their filthiness, and 
heard their speech, like the grunting of 
brute animals, I confess I could not imagine 
their becoming Christians; but a little later 
I was privileged to visit a town wholly in- 
habited by this tribe, and in their own 
church in the midst of their village of clean- 
ly homes I heard them sing the familiar 
hymns of Christendom and offer reverent, 
intelligent prayer. Then I knew there is 
no humanity too low for the gospel to lift. 
—Missionary Convention Report. 

Valentine Burke, a notorious St. Louis 
burglar, met Christ in a Moody meeting. 
Sometime afterward Mr. Moody, passing 
through St. Louis, stopped to see him and 
found him in a close room upstairs in the 
court house serving as a trusted guard over 
a bag of diamonds. Burke sat with the sack 
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in his lap, and a gun on the table. There 
were $60,000 worth of diamonds in the 
sack. “Moody,” he said, “see what the 
grace of God can do for a burglar. Look 
at this! The sheriff picked me out of his 
force to guard it.” 

When St. Augustine was a young man he 
was won from a profilgate life. One day 
soon after, a boon companion met him, when 
Augustine ran from him. “Augustine, it is 
I!” rang out after him. But the answer 
came back, “But I am not Augustine. 
Augustine is dead!” 

Africaner was known as the “Bonaparte 
of South Africa.” This notorious Hottentot 
had become the terror of the whole country. 
In 1817 when Moffatt, the noted missionary, 
started for his kraal, his friends warned 
him that Africaner would make a drum- 
skin of his hide and a drinking cup of his 
skull. Robert Moffatt won this monster and 
until death he was loyalty itself. A man 
whose uncle he had killed saw him, and wit- 
nessing the change in his life, exclaimed, “O 
God, what cannot thy grace do! What a 
miracle of thy power!” 


For Debate 


Resolved, That one cannot be a Christian 
without transformation by Christ. 


For Discussion 


Do you believe that every life needs to be trans- 


formed ? 
How does Christ transform lives? 
Why does not Christ transform all lives? 


Does Christ ever transform against our wills? 

What part has the individual in the transforma- 
tion of his life? 

What are the evidences of a transformed life? 

Have you ever witnessed a transformed life? 
about it. 


Tell 


Some New Books 


(Any book can be furnished by The Christian Publishing Association 
at publisher’s price). 


The Scriptural Sabbath. 
Nazarene Publishing House. 


By H. G. Cowan. 
Fifty Cents. 


Those who have to meet the “Seventh 
Day” propaganda, which is quite an annoy- 
ing source of division in some communities, 
will find this little book by Rev. H. G. 
Cowan to be a very helpful treatise to place 
in the hands of their members. It contends 
that Saturday worship “has never been a 
part of divine economy as a weekly cycle 
Sabbath” and that “the true Sabbath of 
God is more especially concerned with true 
worship from the heart than in keeping any 
one particular day.” The book is bound in 
paper and comes at a price which can give 
it the wide circulation which it deserves 
wherever this subject is a point of con- 
troversy. 


Five Laws That Govern Prayer. By S. D. 


Gordon. Revell. $1.00. 


This is the second edition of a series of 
short studies on prayer which has proven 
very illuminating and helpful to many 
readers. It is by the noted S. D. Gordon, 
whose faith in the reality of the super- 
natural has made him such a power as a 
spiritual teacher and leader. The book 
might well be made the basis for a series of 
prayer-meeting discussions and testimonies. 


Youth and the Bible. By Muriel Streibert. 


Macmillan. $2.25. 


Without question one of the most serious 
problems facing the pastor and the Sunday- 
school teacher today is to know just how far 
to go in trying to make young people ac- 


quainted with the modern viewpoint of the 
Bible. The wisdom with which one goes far 
enough and yet not too far in this matter, 
and the wisdom with which one handles the 
subject of adjustment between the tradi- 
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THE MYSTERY OF PAIN 


Tre cry of man’s anguish went up unto 
God: 
“Lord, take away pain 
The shadow that darkens the world thou 
hast made, 
The close coiling chain 
That strangles the heart, the burden that 
weighs 
On the wings that would soar. 
Lord, take away pain from the world thou 
hast made, 
That it love thee the more.” 


Then answered the Lord to the cry of the 
world: 
“Shall I take away pain, 
And with it the power of the soul to endure, 
Made strong by the strain? 
Shall I take away pity, that knits heart to 
heart, 
And sacrifice high? 
Will ~ lose all your heroes that lift from the 
re 
White brows to the sky? 
Can ye spare from your lives, that would 
climb into mine, 
The Christ on His Cross?” 
—Anonymous. 
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tional faith and modern knowledge, will un- 
doubtedly in most cases decide the Christian 
faith of the vast number of educated young 
people. Hence the importance of the sub- 
ject. In this volume, Professor Streibert, 
of Wellesley, undertakes this very delicate 
and difficult task. How well she succeeds 
will depend altogether upon the viewpoint 
of the reader. With a freedom that will be 
nothing less than destructive to most of our 
readers, she analyzes the scriptural ma- 
terial as legendary, folk lore, historic, etc.; 
and undertakes to give a natural explana- 
tion for very much that has been considered 
supernatural. Indeed the author seems to 
leave little of the supernatural or of real 
reliability in the Scriptures, and to most 
readers the book will give the impression of 
having left a big question mark over much 
that is sacred and essential to their own 
faith. We think that it is this ease and 
blissful assurance with which such teachers 
discard the supernatural that brings the 
whole modern viewpoint into disrepute as a 
dangerous experiment. One would need to 
adopt the methods of this book with a great 
deal of moderation and caution in the aver- 
age Sunday-school, else he would do far 
more harm than good. And yet it deals 
with questions which must be faced and 
faced helpfully for young people, and not 
simply in the traditional and dogmatic man- 
ner. A sympathetic study of this volume 
will help—perhaps even more by showing 
how far not to go than by furnishing the 
proper method—to an understanding of the 
problem and throw much light upon its safe 
solution. 


How to Enjoy the Bible. 
Deane. Doran. $1.25. 


Considering the work of the Sabbath 
School and the amount which has_ been 
printed and spoken concerning the Bible, it 
is amazing how many Christian people still 
do not know how to enjoy that Book or to 
get any great good out of it. Hence this 
exceptionally fine little volume by Canon 
Deane is deserving of a very wide circula- 
tion. With a keen sense of the need of 
average folks, as well as with a deep in- 
sight into the values of the Book, the author 
makes most valuable suggestion as to how 
to read and to use the various portions of 
the Scripture. The book is not technical, 
but exceedingly readable and instructive, 
and furnishes in small compass a great deal 
of illuminating information concerning the 
Bible and its message. It is just the sort 
of book that is needed by many Sunday: 
school teachers, and something of the kind 
ought to be in the hand of every Christian 
who is not perfectly familiar with his Bible. 


Christ in High School Life. By Ralph P. 
Claggett. Abingdon Press. $1.00. 


We want very highly to recommend this 
exceptionally fine book, and wish that it 
might be in the hand of every pastor and 
every worker with boys. It is not, as its 
name might indicate, a discussion of the 
teaching of religion in high schools or a 
method of religious pedagogy. It is rather 
a series of short daily devotional meditations 
for high school boys, together with a list of 
questions for group discussions touching 
the subject of these meditations. The book 
grew out of the author’s long experience 
and intimate fellowship with boys. The sub- 
jects are not dry academic themes nor even 
synoptical studies in the life of Christ; but 
rather they are just such questions of every- 
day living as every thoughtful boy will be 
interested in—loafing, cussing, cheating, 
grouchiness, reliability, money, and a large 
number of similar ones, skillfully grouped 
under general ideas. It is not a book to 
guide in Biblical study; but it can direct 
into most potent discussions of the practical 


By Anthony C. 














is 


id 
ts 
1e 


er 
ns 
of 
1g 
ok 
ce 
b- 


ut 
y- 
be 
g, 


to 
ct 
al 





application of Christian principles. As a 
supplemental book for Sunday-school teach- 
ers of boys, it ought to be almost invaluable. 


Prometheus, or Biology and the Advance- 
ment of Man. By H.S. Jennings. E. P 
Dutton and Co. $1.00. 


The author is the professor of zoology and 
the director of the zoological laboratory of 
John Hopkins University. Hence he must 
speak with a large measure of weighty 
authority upon the biological aspects of 
eugenics. In the simplest and clearest 
language, that can be understood by any 
reader, he relates certain facts which have 
been demonstrated by biological experimen- 
tation concerning “heredity.” It has been 
proven, he declares, that “any pair of par- 
ents may produce, not merely thousands, but 
millions, of different combinations, each 
yielding a child of different characteristics. 
There is no way of controlling the combina- 
tions that shall enter into a child of given 
parents; there is no prospect that there ever 
will be.” And while “a million superior par- 
ents will produce, on the whole, offspring of 
higher average grade than those produced 
by a million inferior parents,” no matter 
what eugenic measures may be attempted 
“the variety, the surprises, the perplexities, 
the melodrama, that now present themselves 
among the fruits of the human vine will 
continue. . . . They may be softened by im- 
provement of conditions, by increase of 
knowledge, and perhaps by selective 
eugenics; but they will not disappear so 
long as biparental reproduction continues.” 
It is a very sane and reasonable little 
volume which one can read in an hour, and 
which ought to go far toward calming down 
some of those extremists who hope to save 
the race by breeding processes patterned 
after those of the live-stock grower. 


The Teaching of Apocrypha and Apocalypse. 
By Charles Arthur Hawley. Association 
Press. $1.50. 


There is such a vast ignorance of the 
Apocrypha and Apocalypse among Bible 
readers and Bible students that this fine 
little book by the Association Press ought to 
have a very wide circulation, not only for 
class study purposes but also for individual 
reading and study. It follows the plan of 
many of the Association books, which gives 
a Scripture passage and comment for each 
day and a longer comment for the theme for 
the week. The author is well fitted, both by 
his scholarship and by much teaching and 
contact with men, for his work and has 
given in brief compass much illumination 
of the devotional and spiritual values of 
these much neglected or much abused por- 
tions of the Scriptures. 


Love, the Perfume of Heaven. By George 
Walton King. Revell. Seventy-five cents. 


A delightfully helpful and inspiring little 
brochure on the subject of Love, by the 
minister of Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, New York. His radio talks and 
former volumes have given him a large 
circle of friends, who will not be disap- 
pointed in this testimony to the power and 
magic of Christian love. 


Personal Liberty and Other Social Funda- 
mentals. By Charles Keen Taylor. Acad- 
emy Press. Seventy-five cents. 


In nineteen brief lessons the author 
draws out, by penetrating question and 
otherwise, certain very fundamental prin- 
ciples for the building of human society. 
He shows that a good citizen must relate his 
life helpfully to the state, the community, 
and his family, and “liberty” must embrace 
these responsibilities as well as one’s own 
individual inclinations. 
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Divine Vocation in Human Life. By James 
Alex. Robertson. $2.00. 


With the clear and logical thinking which 
has characterized his other works, Dr. 
Robertson presents here his conviction that 
there is a divine vocation for every life, 
whether mechanic, farmer, or preacher. The 
volume goes deep into the Christian con- 
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ception of the stewardship of life and of the 
use of one’s vocation as a sacred responsibil- 
ity of service. It would make of all life a 
holy sacrament which would give dignity 
and the sense of rich compensation to any 
who served carefully and well in any useful 
vocation. It is no light sentimentality, but 
a scholarly study of a principle foundational 
to Christian living. 


Communications 


The Way to Union 

I am a great believer in denominational 
union; but I fear The Herald is going at 
it in the wrong way. To be continually 
trying to get other denominations to unite 
with us is like trying to get a lady to marry 
a man after she has once turned him down. 

The way I would suggest is to emphasize 
and exercise co-operation with other 
churches or denominations whenever possi- 
ble. This causes the different churches to 
be united in spirit, which is the great aim 
of the gospel. This condition must exist be- 
fore they can become a single, successful or- 
ganization. Nearly everything in the busi- 
ness world co-operates now and gets along 
very well. Why not have the churches do 
the same thing? Competition in the busi- 
ness world has been dropped and co-opera- 
tion has taken its place. I think this same 
co-operation should be practiced among the 
evangelical churches of different denomina- 
tions. 

You well remember Christ’s words, 
“Every branch that bears fruit is purged 
that it bring forth more fruit.” This ap- 
plies just as well to a group of individuals 
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How often we condemn ere we but see 
The weaker part of him we little 
know, 

And, hastily condemning, onward go, 

Nor aren him chance his better self to 

e 
With narrowed vision often thus do we 
Forget the impress we may make, 
and so, 
Receive, rebounding, on ourselves the 
blow 
Aimed at some self-created enemy. 


There lies, somewhere within the hearts 

of all, 
A tender chord that quivers silently; 

No outcry e’er disturb its soundless 
thrall, 

Till love’s touch brings forth sweetest 
melody; 

Yet we condemn, as blundering fingers 
rake 

The heartstrings, discords we ourselves 
awake. 

—Allen Johnson, in the 
New York Times 
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or a denomination as it does to a single in- 
dividual Christian. At least we understand 
it that way. So the thing to do is to try 
to get our own denomination to bear more 
fruit. We greatly admire the fruit-bearing 
our denomination is doing along the line of 
missions, education, and charitable work. 
We believe to stress and emphasize this kind 
of work will do the cause of Christ more 
good than trying to get other denominations 
to unite with us. There is work enough for 
all the denominations to do if they will 
properly co-operate in the spirit of Christ. 

When this condition once exists among 
the denominations they will cease to over- 
church communities and will work together 
in harmony. We are glad this condition is 








becoming more and more apparent. The co- 
operative spirit in this city of Valdosta 
makes the five leading churches practically 
one. We have no Catholic Church here. I 
think it is useless to try to unite the differ- 
ent denominations along material or doctri- 
nal lines until they are first united in spirit. 

I sometimes think you do our denomina- 
tion a slight injury by claiming we have 
too many denominations. Our members 
would naturally think they should drop the 
one of smallest numbers. Numbers is the 
principal thing in the eyes of many church 
members, you know; but it is not so in the 
eye of God. We have a good work to do 
though our number is not large. Let us let 
the Lord enlarge us. This he will do as we 
bear more fruit for him in missions and 
other work. 

E. STANLEY WILSON. 
Valdosta, Georgia. 


The K. E. W. Plan 


My wife and I noticed in The Herald that 
Dr. McD. Howsare was to conduct a King- 
dom Enlistment Week at the Truro, Iowa, 
Church, so we decided that I should visit 
the field and see the campaign in action. I 
arrived in Truro Monday evening, and found 
Dr. Howsare on the field and work under 
headway. I have studied the work carefully 
and critically and must say that I am fav- 
orably impressed with it from different 
angles: 

First. The spiritual atmosphere that 
settles down around those who sit around 
the table during the days of preparation. 
They see the crying need and the opportun- 
ity of service opened to them. 

Second. The businesslike way in which 
the work is conducted—and we do so need 
business in our church work as well as in 
our own affairs. 

Third. It is surely the Christlike way, 
for the Christian goes out into the fields and 
byways or wherever the person is and pre- 
sents the merits of his Savior in a kind and 
loving way. 

Last but not least, it surely meets the 
needs of the time. 

I was obliged to leave after the first day’s 
canvass, but I am pleased to report thirty- 
seven decisions the first day. I understand 
the Evangelistic Department is dependent 
upon freewill offerings; and I can not help 
but feel that it is a most worthy cause and 
should receive a hearty support. 


F. M. STRANGE, President, 
Central Iowa Conference. 


Postscript 


Each copy of The Herald of Gospel Liber- 
ty is worth a whole year’s subscription. I 
don’t want to miss a single issue. 

Mrs. H. A. CULVER. 

Boynton, Florida. 


That “Ad Interim” editorial hit the nail 
right fair on the head. It is the way of 
intelligence and certainty. It is the simple 
reading of history. It is downright com- 
mon sense; and the Church and society need 
a full store of that commodity right now. 

W. G. SARGENT. 

Providence, Rhode Island. 
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An Unexpected Visitor 





A Story 


BY EDITH MITCHELL 


ETSY RENNECHAR, just four feet 

eight inches high, a pocket edition of 

sweet sixteen, as her father was fond 
of calling her, smiled to herself as she hung 
the placard from the chandelier in the lower 
hall; things always happened when mother 
was away. The placard, a stiff piece of 
white paper, had this legend written upon 
it in Betsy’s clear hand: 


Mother and Dad: Uncle Sam arrived this 
evening; he’s in town for the stock show. 
I've put him in my room, and I’m turning in 


with the twins.—Betsy. 


“That'll keep mother from tucking in the 
wrong child,” she thought comfortably. 
“My, but I am sleepy! That walk down the 
beach in the wind was fine.” Yawning 
luxuriously, she started upstairs to bed. 
‘Funny about that letter, though; I could 
have sworn it was for dad. When Uncle 
Sam claimed it you could have knocked me 
over with a feather. Cobb doesn’t look a 
scrap like Rennechar, either,” she thought 
sleepily. 

But Betsy was “all in” after her stren- 
uous day at high school and her long walk 
with the hiking club, far too sleepy indeed 
to let such an unimportant thing as a mere 
letter bother her long. Her one outstanding 
idea was to find sufficient unoccupied space 
in the twins’ bed to lay her tired young body. 
Dot and Doris, blissfully unconscious of her 
dilemma, seemed to stretch diagonally in 
every direction. Squeezing her way in by 
main force, Betsy, however, made a place 
for herself—even got a strangle hold on the 
blanket and comforter. With her red cor- 
duroy bathrobe to protect the drafty cor- 
ners, she almost instantly fell asleep, too. 
But, alas! not for long; the first overpower- 
ing need for sleep satisfied, she awoke chilled 
and shivering. The twins had greedily ab- 
sorbed the bedclothes; her own bathrobe had 
inconsiderately slipped to the floor. Fur- 
thermore, Dot’s sharp little elbow was im- 
planted firmly in her left shoulder blade. 

Oh, yes, she realized grimly, Uncle Sam 
had come, and she was sleeping with the 
twins! Or, rather, not sleeping. She looked 
wrathfully at the tangle of young arms and 
legs and bedclothes beside her. “Might as 
well try to sleep in a sausage machine,” she 
thought dismally. Picking up the red 
corduroy, she slipped into its soft folds and 
sought the grateful warmth of the hall. 

“T’ll make up a bed on the old couch in 
the dining room,” she told herself. “It’s 
stuffed with bricks, but it’ll be heaven com- 
pared to that. Wonder if dad and mother 
have come yet.” 

No; she soon found they had not. They 
must have missed the 10:30. She trailed 
downstairs with the bedding for the couch; 
the placard still hung unread from the 
lighted chandelier. “If I wasn’t so sleepy. 





I’d sit up for ’em,” she thought, as she 
spread the clothes on the sofa. 

Once under the covers, however, she 
found it impossible to go to sleep. The in- 
cident of the letter began to torment her. 
All sorts of strange forebodings came to 
her. A tiny, suspicious thought, churned up 
and down, up and down, how quickly it 
grows into something formidable. So for- 
midable did Betsy’s grow that it sent her at 
last to listen tremulously at the visitor’s 
door. Of course it was her Uncle Sam in 
there. Six feet four, crinkly black beard 
and side whiskers; there couldn’t be another 
like him. She would have recognized him 
even if he hadn’t introduced himself, al- 
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ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE 


OR us there is no new or old: 
The past lives in today; 

As ancient promises unfold 
In newborn truth alway. 


We live with Christ the dateless years 
Where milestones are forgot, 

And never anywhere appears . 
A place where he is not. 


We do not need to talk with them 
Who teach an occult faith 

Or drive men to Jerusalem 
To hear what Jesus saith: 


For everywhere are holy hills 
And temples of the Lord 

Which love with fragrant incense fills 
Where precious faiths are stored. 


Dear Rabbi Christ! Thou saintly seer 
Glimpsed through historic haze, 

Come walk with us just now and here, 
O thread our modern maze. 


And in the market, home, and school, 
Amid all busy strife, 

To teach men that the Golden Rule 
And faith of God are life. 


—Charles A. S. Dwight. 
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though she had only seen him once when she 
was a little girl. But—a sudden terror 
seized Betsy—was his beard so black? Could 
she have let some stranger into the house? 
Perhaps this very minute he was waiting 
to rob the house. Here Betsy brought her- 
self up sharp. “Such an utter ninny I never 
heard of,’ she scolded. “Suspicioning a 
perfectly good, bona fide uncle, because, just 
because you yourself read the address on a 
letter wrong when you brought it from the 
box!” 

Determined to act sensibly, Betsy started 
for the stairs. Below the stairs as she 
entered the living room she had a bright 
idea. She would look at his photograph; 
why hadn’t she thought of that before? Fer- 
reting it out from a box of photos in the 
table drawer, she gazed with relief at the 
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pictured face. ‘Like as two peas and liker,” 


she assured herself. ‘Now I can sleep.” 

Quite thoroughly reassured, Betsy lay 
down once more on the bricky couch. To 
drive out all other thoughts, she began say- 
ing the alphabet over and over and over. 
Sleep, why couldn’t she sleep? she thought 
angrily. What could have been in that 
letter? Some business matter that should 
be kept secret, probably. And this man 
knew about it. He looked like her uncle, 
but he couldn’t be. Her uncle was honor- 
able, had been an officer in the army; he 
wouldn’t touch any mail but his own. Some- 
thing must be done before it was too late. 
Perhaps it was too late now; maybe he was 
gone already. 

What Betsy would have done next will 
never be known, for in a twinkling the 
affair was taken out of her hands. The key 
turned in the front door, and Betsy’s parents 
entered. Scarcely had they caught sight 
of the hanging placard when their daughter 
corraled them into the dining room and 
softly closed the door. In excited whispers 
her tale was quickly told. 

“Betsy, Betsy, Betsy,” laughed her 
father, ‘what outrageous nonsense! You 
should get a job as a scarehead reporter. 
No one could impersonate Uncle Sam; he’s 
in a class by himself. Of course it was his 
letter, or he never would have taken it. Run 
to bed, honey; you’re all tired out. Better 
not hike so far next time.” 

Betsy’s eyes sought her mother’s. 


“Henry,” said Betsy’s mother, “I wish 
you’d look in on Uncle Sam and see if he’s 
comfortable. Take the flashlight and see if 
he’s changed any; Aunt Louisa wrote he’s 
getting quite gray.” 

“Two of you!” exclaimed Mr. Rennechar. 
“Well, I swan!” Nevertheless, he took the 
flashlight his wife held out to him. 


Betsy and her mother followed him up 
the stairs, waited silently while he investi- 
gated, heard his triumphant whisper when 
he came out: “The old boy himself, right as 
a trivet, positively and absolutely.” 

After this all three went to bed and to 
sleep. 

The next morning, in the broad, sunshiny 
daylight, Betsy was terribly ashamed of her 
suspicions—especially when Uncle Sam de- 
voted his whole day to her and the lively 
twins. They all had lunch together in the 
Mother Goose room at the Hotel Blakemore. 
Fried chicken a Ja Maryland, with the most 
delicious cream gravy and corn fritters and 
golden brown croquettes filled with fluffy, 
snow-white potato. Mm, Mm, and three- 
colored ice cream and melt-in-your-mouth 
little cakes! After this they went to the 
stock show, were introduced to Uncle Sam’s 
prize steers, were entertained with thrilling 
cowboy tales that made even the twins cry 
for more. Then, just as they were coming 
out of the great coliseum, in the most casual 
tones in the world, he said: “I had a little 
extra space in the car the cattle came down 
in; filled it with a little something I thought 

(Continued on page eighteen) 
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The Children 


Winter 


Caterpillars sleeping 
In their cradles gray, 
All the summer birdies 
Flown from far away; 
Little seeds lie resting 
In their brown earth beds, 
While the white snow blanket 
Covers up their heads. 


Hark, the north wind singing 
In his voice so deep, 

Rocks the little leaf buds 
In their winter sleep. 

Soft gray clouds go sailing 
All across the sky, 

Soon the tiny snowflakes 
Will come hurrying by. 


Then, on cold still evenings, 
Jack Frost steals around, 
Paints us fairy pictures, 
Freezes all the ground; 
Yes, and turns the water 
Into clear smooth ice. 
Don’t you think that winter’s 
Really very nice? 
—Selected. 


The Roll of Honor 


T was a showery morning. Great pud- 
dles shone in the road, and the crossings 
ran in rivers; while a patter of raindrops 
pelted merrily on two umbrellas that were 
bobbing along side by side toward the 
schoolhouse. Underneath them Marie and 
Marta chattered away as happily as though 
the skies were blue and the sun shining, and 
there was not a trace of a cloud to be seen 
in the blue of their eyes. 

“IT just love rainy mornings, don’t you? 
Isn’t it fun to hear the drops pattering on 
our umbrellas?” Marie said, tilting hers a 
little to see them run off in a crystal show- 
er. 


“Yes, and it is such fun to wade the 
crossings with our rubber boots on. We can 
just splash right along and not a drop can 
get inside,” Marta replied. 


“Just think! I haven’t been late this 
year, and I’m not going to be, either. I 
mean to get on the roll of honor this year,” 
Marie said. 

“I haven’t been late, either. Won’t it be 
lovely if we both get on the roll of honor 
at the same time?” Marta asked delight- 
edly. 

“Yes, it will! We can do it, I know, if we 
just don’t let anything stand in our way.” 
Just then a wail of distress broke into the 
patter of the raindrops, and both girls 
stopped to listen. 

“It’s Joey Peters, I guess. He prob’ly 
sees a toad on the walk and is scared to 
death. He’s always crying about some- 
thing.” 

“Don’t you think we ought to go back and 
see?” Marta asked anxiously. “He might 
be hurt.” 

“Oh, I know he isn’t—not much. I’m not 
going back, anyhow. I’m not going to be 
late for Joey Peters,” Marie said, going on 
down the street. 


Marta hesitated a moment. She did not 


want to be late, either; but she could not 
go on until she knew who was in distress, 
and had done what she could to relieve 
them; so she ran back around the corner 
and there was little Dollie Price, dripping 
with water where she had fallen in a big 
puddle, and there was her new first reader 
and her big red apple she was taking to 
teacher floating away together down the 
gutter. Marta rescued them both, and 
wiped the water off the reader with her nice 
clean handkerhcief till it was most as good 
as ever. 

“Don’t cry, Dollie! I'll take you home, 
and your mamma can get you some dry 
things, and you can come to school with me. 
I’ll wait for you,” she said consolingly, tak- 
ing hold of Dollie’s grimy little hand. 


School had begun when Marta and Dollie 
reached the schoolhouse. “I can’t get on 
the roll of honor this year, now, can I, 
teacher?” Marta asked when she went in, 
and the teacher said she would start a new 
roll of honor that very minute for every 
little girl or boy who did a kind act, and 
she put Marta’s name at the top—Mary 
Morrison, in the Child’s Gem. 


A Close Race 


HARLIE and Vincent said good-by to 

their many friends and then went 
aboard the big ship which was to be their 
home for the next week. They hated to 
leave all the nice friends that they had made 
during their stay at Nassau, but they looked 
forward with a great deal of pleasure to 
seeing old New York again. They had spent 
the long winter in the West Indies, where 
it is summer all the time and snowballs are 
unheard of. How nice it would seem to see 
all the fellows again and tell them the good 
times they had had! 

“Just think,” cried Charlie, “when we get 
to New York we may find a big snowstorm 
there, for it is only the middle of February, 
and they’ve had lots of snow there this 
winter!” 

“Won’t it be just fine to have a good old 
snowball fight again!” exclaimed his 
brother, his merry blue eyes shining at the 
thought of it. 

There were not many other passengers 
besides the boys and their father, so they 
quickly made friends with every one, from 
the captain down to the cabin boys. The 
captain was a kind, gruff old man who had 
sailed the seas since a boy and who had had 
all sorts of funny adventures. He was very 
nice and seemed to take a great fancy to 
Charlie and Vincent. He would often take 
them to his cozy little cabin when off duty 
and spin them yarns of his life in all parts 
of the world, and didn’t they enjoy hearing 
them! 

One day he took them down into the 
hold and showed them two big turtles that 
the crew had caught during the ship’s stay 
at Key West and then astonished the boys 
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by saying: “You see those two turtles, boys? 
Well, they are not half so ugly as they look, 
and, anyway, they have lost most of their 
teeth. If the weather holds good, I’m going 
to bring them up on deck this afternoon and 
let you get used to riding on their backs. 
Then if you like it, I’ll let you race them 
and give a ten-dollar gold piece as a prize 
to the winner.” 


For a moment the boys were too surprised 
to speak, then Charlie burst out: “O, won’t 
Do you really mean it, 


that be dandy fun! 
captain?” 

“T always mean everything I say,” re- 
torted the captain gruffly, but with a 
twinkle in his eye. “You'll not find them 
very fast, but packs of fun.” 

The weather that afternoon was not very 
good for a race, so the next morning the 
turtles were brought up on deck and placed 
in aline. Charlie and Vincent each mounted 
a turtle, and at the crack of a pistol each 
tapped his turtle on the head with a stick 
and tried his very best to urge his steed for- 
ward toward the finishing line at the other 
end of the deck. The passengers and the 
crew were very much amused, for you could 
not tell which turtle would be the winner. 
They were the same size and equally lazy. 
The race was a long one, but very exciting. 
First one turtle would be away ahead, and 
then suddenly stop short, and no amount of 
urging would make him start until he felt 
good and ready. The race lasted an hour 
and ended with Charlie’s turtle leading by 
two feet. 


“Well, little man, you’ve won, and here’s 
your ten dollars,” exclaimed the captain, 
patting the proud Charlie on the back. “It 
was a good race, even if slow.”—The Pres- 
byterian. 


Carelessness 

RE you afflicted with doing things in a 

careless way? Many people are, and 
usually they don’t think much about it until 
the time comes when through the habit they 
do something poorly or an accident happens. 

It is very easy to be careless. “I’ll do it 
in a minute,” or “This is good enough, I 
guess,” or “I’ll do it tomorrow; no hurry.” 
Just a few little habits at first, and they 
keep right on growing. Then the first thing 
we know we’ve been careless about some 
little thing, and that little thing causes a 
big accident. 


We all know Benjamin Franklin’s say- 
ing about the lost horseshoe nail which 
caused the loss of an empire, and we don’t 
think much about it or pay much attention 
to it. But I recall a certain little pin in an 
auto wheel which, partly due to carelessness, 
was not replaced. A little later when the 
car was going at high speed the wheel came 
off with serious results. 


A few careless habits which don’t seem 
to matter, then one day something happens, 
and we see the result of our carelessness. 
Let’s foster habits which leave only the 
care in carelessness.—Boy’s Life. 
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An Unexpected Visitor 


(Continued from page sixteen) 
you children might like, something my 
strapping son Andy outgrew long ago. Got 
it out here waiting somewhere; let’s take a 
look at it. Lucky you’re a small edition, 
Betsy, or you wouldn’t fit.” 

Too excited to speak, the pocket edition 
of sweet sixteen and the eight-year-old 
twins gazed enraptured at the velvety brown 
pony and the wide, low-lying basket-cart 
attached. An adorable plump, friendly 
little pony, not too small or too large, but 
just right. 

“Like it?” laughed their tall uncle. “Ha! 
ha! I see you do, I see you do! Not too 
old-fashioned for this bunch. Hop in, all 
three of you, and drive home. Tell mother 
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I have some business to attend to; may be 
a little late for dinner. Bye; I’m in a 
hurry.” With enormous strides of his long 
legs, he disappeared in the crowds. And 
the children drove joyously home. 

That night at dinner, which had been held 
back gladly for half an hour, Uncle Sam 
remarked with a chuckle: “The teetotally 
surprised expressions on those young ones’ 
faces when they realized suddenly that the 
pony outfit was theirs! Say, I wouldn’t have 
missed it for worlds! And yet, I very 
nearly did,” he drawled. “By plump foolish- 
ness. Wrote a letter, I did, announcing my 
coming arrival and the pony’s too. But, 
fortunately”—here he gave a smile of im- 
mense satisfaction—“fortunately, I retrieved 
that letter as I came in, and the surprise 
wasn’t spoiled after all.”—The Continent. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 


Rhode Island and Massachusetts Conference 


Fall River, February 4—A large audience 
was delighted on Thursday evening, January 
28, by the presentation of the operetta, “Jack 
and the Beanstalk,” under the auspices of the 
Young People’s society in the vestry of the 
First Christian Church, Rev. H. Russell Clem 
pastor. Much credit was given to the di- 
rector, Harry Jackson, and to the assistance 
of Grace Hathaway Lewis, for the success of 
the production. The accompanists were Miss 
Ada Judson Chace and Harry Jackson. The 
committee in charge of the entertainment 
was Harry Jackson, Miss Ethel Lake, and 
Mrs. Grace Reynolds.—Fall River Herald. 


Fall River—The young people’s meetings 
held in the vestry of the First Christian 
Church every Sunday evening are full of 
interest and very instructive. On Sunday, 
January 31, Dr. Fenner A. Chace was the 
speaker, and the subject was “Sportsmanship 
—The Game of Life.’’ The doctor spoke in his 
usual genial manner, and the address was of 
a high order.—Bodman. 

Pottersville—The Mentor class met on 
Tuesday evening, January 26, with Mr. and 
Mrs. W. G. Rice. The roll call quotations re- 
lating to natural scenery were appropriate to 
the lesson on Switzerland, given by Mrs. 
Horace F. Bates. The hostess served an 
abundant and delicious banquet which was 
much enjoyed by all. 

The Ministerial Institute of the Rhode Is- 
land and Massachusetts Conference met at 
the parsonage of the First Christian Church, 
Pottersville, on Thursday, January 28. The 
following papers were presented: “The Place 
of Preaching in the Presentation of the Gos- 
pel,” Rev. F. H. Gardner; “Current Religious 
Events,” Rev. W. G. Sargent, D. D.; “Our 
Present Denominational Status,” Rev. H. R. 
Clem. A discussion followed the presentation 
of each paper. Dinner was served by Mr. 
and Mrs. Gardner. The next meeting will be 
held on Thursday, May 6.—Secretary. 


The Field Secretary is greatly indebted to 
the congenial correspondent of the Rocking- 
ham Conference, Brother Percy Amee, for 
conducting him over the Navy Yard, located 
in the town of Kittery, Maine. The afternoon 
was all too short to permit of our seeing 
everything; but we were especially interested 
in going from building to building to see how 
various parts of the submarine now being 
constructed on the yard were made. About 
2,500 men are now employed in two shifts, the 





first being from 7:30 a. m. to 4:00 p. m., the 
second from 4:00 p. m. to 1:00 a. m. 


Smith Mills—The mid-year meeting of the 
woman’s missionary society of the Rhode Is- 
land and Massachusetts Conference will be 
held in the Smith Mills Christian Church on 
Friday, February 19, from ten to four o'clock. 
Mrs. Wm. Q. McKnight, Sendai, Japan, will 
be one of the speakers. It is expected that 
all the churches in the conference will send 
delegates to the meeting. Please notify Miss 
Carrie N. D. Potter, North Dartmeuth, Mass., 
how many will attend from the local 
churches, so that ample provision might be 
made for dinner.—E. J. B. 


Providence—The first of the young people’s 
rallies of the Rhode Island and Massachusetts 
Conference was held the latter part of Janu- 
ary in the Elmwood Church, Providence. For 
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THE THREE GHOSTS 
THE three ghosts on the lonely road 


Spake each to one another, 
“Whence came that stain upon your 
mouth 
No lifted hand may cover?” 
“From eating of forbidden fruit, 
Brother, my brother!" 


The three ghosts on the sunless road 
Spake each to one another, 
*‘Whence came that red burn on your 
foot 
No dust or ash may cover?” 
“| stamped a neighbor's hearth flame 
out, 
Brother, my brother!” 


The three ghosts on the windless road 
Spake each to one another, 
“Whence came that blood upon your 
hand 
No other hand may cover?” 
“From breaking of a woman's heart, 
Brother, my brother!” 
“Yet on the earth clean men we 
walked, 
Glutton, thief, and lover: 
White flesh and fair it hid our stains 
That no man might discover,” 
*‘Naked the soul goes up to God, 
Brother, my brother.” 


—Selected. 
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the size of the conference the attendance was 
good, much better than we had anticipated. 
Quite a number of the churches were repre- 
sented, some of them by quite a large deputa- 
tion. The conference began at three o’clock, 
was continued through the afternoon and 
concluded about 7:30. Short addresses were 
made by representatives of the Swansea, 
Pottersville, Westerly, Acushnet, Fall River, 
and New Bedford churches. The welcome 
address was given by Mr. Charles Davis of 
the Elmwood Church. Addresses were made 
by Rev. Arut Schoning, Westerly, R. IL, and 
Rev. H. M. Hainer, New Bedford, Mass. The 
two subjects discussed were “Jesus’ Con- 
sciousness of God” and ‘Jesus and Recrea- 
tion.” The afternoon session was closed with 
an address by Mr. Vernon A. Rice, Secretary 
of the Council of Religious Education of 
Rhode Island, on “The Contribution of the 
Young People to Church.” The young people 
adjourned to the gymnasium of the church 
where games were the order for an _ hour. 
Songs and cheers punctuated the supper hour 
which followed. The conference was closed 
with readings by Dr. Sargent from Tenny- 
son. The conference committee arranging 
the rally was Rev. Arut Schoning and Mrs. 
Lawrence E. Bowman. The next rally will 
be held in the New Bedford Church in May. 
—Mrs. L. E. Bowman. 

Providence, R. I.—At the annual meeting of 
the church, the second Monday in January, 
reports were presented from all departments. 
showing a steady gain in practically every 
phase of the work. The number of members 
received Curing the last year was sixty-eight, 
with two deaths and seven removals. During 
the year the church has been entirely painted 
on the outside and other quite extensive im- 
provements made. The gymnasium has re- 
cently been redecorated and improvements 
are still in progress. The young people’s 
work shows a steady gain, unusual interest 
developing in some of the organizations and 
in social events. The church has on its calen- 
dar regular stated times for social gatherings 
for all departments from the Young People’s 
down. A recent young people’s gathering 
was one of the most successful the church 
has ever had. — At the New Year’s Council 
Fire of the Camp Fire Girls seventy-three 
girls were present, including the Blue Birds, 
the Junior Order of Camp Fire, and the 
regular Worhase Camp Fire Groups. Hikes 
for the Boy Scouts and Camp Fire Girls are 
frequently held. — The young people have 
recently introduced the game of Shuffle Board 
and it is already demonstrated that it is one 
of the most interesting and helpful games for 
church purposes. Anyone from ten to nine- 
ty can play it and every one becomes en- 
thusiastic. More of our churches should in- 
troduce the game, where facilities will per- 
mit. — Three were received into the church 
at the first communion service of the year. 
The annual every-member canvass brought in 
the largest contribution both for local ex- 
pense and benevolence in the history of the 
church, nearly three times that of eight years 
ago.—Mrs. L. E. Bowman. 

E. J. Bodman, Field Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 

Olney, February 2—Rev. F. G. Bell has 
just closed a great revival at*the Forest 
Ridge Church, with thirty-three accessions 
to the church and the whole community 
stirred. Great throngs of péople attended 
nightly. Elder Bell has been called to pastor- 
ate the church the remainder of the year. — 
Rev. Cora Truitt is in a fine meeting at 
Wynoose. There have been more than a 
seore of conversions and the meeting is mov- 
ing on. The meetings at Berlin, with Elders 
Price and Shaw at the helm, are forging 
ahead with fine interest. — Rev. F. G. Bell 
dropped in on Pastor Mahan Sunday night 
and preached a fine sermon. — It was my 






























privilege to be at home last Sunday the first 
time in six months. Pastor Mahan brought 
a fine message. Quiet a number were pres- 
ent for the service. A message from Elder 
Tracy states that he is slowly recovering 
from an illness which came upon him about 
Christmas time.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


INDIANA 


Evansville, February 2—Union Christian 
Church, of R. R. 9, Evansville, is preparing 
to have a series of meetings beginning Feb- 
ruary 7, to continue about two weeks. These 
meetings will be conducted by Rev. Mr. 
Rake of Evansville, pastor Baptist Church, 
assisted by Rev. F. F. Canada, pastor of 
Union. Mr. Simth, of Evansville, will assist 
by being the song leader of the meetings. We 
are praying that much good will be done and 
that God will greatly bless these meetings. 
—F. C. W. Esmeier. Secretary. 


Portland, February 1—We closed a mighty 
four weeks’ revival at Pleasant Ridge, Ohio, 
last night. We had a hard fight, but God 
gave us a great victory. There were nine 
bright altar conversions, seven the last day, 
four added to the church, and a church re- 
vived and ready for a real year for God. Rev. 
Miss Lucille Bowyer was the evangelist and 
did her work well. She is a splendid ex- 
pository preacher and God used his Word 
mightily as presented from night to night. 
The people remembered her with a fine offer- 
ing. — We begin revival meetings with West 
Grove Church, Miami Ohio Conference, Sun- 
day, February 7, with the same helper. We 
are trusting God to bless our efforts there 
and ask the prayers of the brethren for a 
great revival at West Grove. Heb. 13:1.— 
DeK. Judy, Pastor Evangelist. 


Montpelier, February 3—Those who are 
familiar with the history of the Montpelier 
Christian Church will be glad, I am sure, to 
hear that we are still very much alive and 
growing, we hope, in grace and knowledge 
of the Lord, Jesus Christ. We have also 
grown in numbers since our new pastor, Rev. 
R. P. Arrick, took charge in October, six addi- 
tions having been made to the membership. 
Our Sabbath-school has grown from an at- 
tendance of about forty-five to about seventy- 
six for the past three Sundays, and people are 
speaking of a fine spirit that is to be felt in 
the services. We are also prospering finan- 
cially as the Lord has promised to those who 
are willing to make a sacrifice for his cause. 
We are feeling the presence of the Spirit and 
expecting a real old-fashioned revival in our 
series of meetings which we are expecting 
to begin under the leadership of our pastor 
about the last week in this month. We want 
your prayers for the coming of Christ’s King- 
dom at that time—Mrs. Lena Leighton, 
Correspondent. 


Wabash, February 2—We closed our special 
evangelistic services with the Servia Church 
of the Eel River Conference on Sunday even- 
ing, January 24, with thirty-two additions, 
one of whom is a life recruit, namely Mr. 
Paul Dowty. During the first week of our 
meeting, we were visited by the Antioch 
Church and its pastor, Rev. Isaac Cox; also 
Rev. Fred Aughinbaugh, from the U. B. de- 
nomination; and Rev. Gilbert, of the Church 
of the Brethren. Rev. J. E. Featherstone, a 
former pastor, was also with us. The good 
people of Majenica intended coming with a 
delegation but the weather turned much 
colder and spoiled their plans, much to our 
disappointment. We trust they try again. 
We certainly have much for which to thank 
God. Among the many things we feel grate- 
ful for is the fact that we have a live wire 
for our Sunday-school superintendent, also 
a fine young man who is president of our 
Christian Endeavor society. We have about 
forty or forty-five young people and Juniors 
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Nebraska, as field representative. 


Palmer. 
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Palmer College Announcement 


PALMER College has secured the services of Rev. C. G. Nelson of Red Cloud, 
His work will be that of general pro- 
moter of all the interests of the College in the Western Christian Convention. 
The extreme crisis of the situation in the western territory makes unusual 
effort necessary before the end of the school year. 


Brother Nelson is one of the outstanding men of our entire brotherhood. 
He was for some time president of Kansas Christian College and has kept 
constantly in touch with education and educationa] movements. 
has been a member of our denominational boards and is at present serving on 
the Home Mission Board. He is also president of the Board of Trustees of 
He brings exceptional elements of strength to this new work and is 
backed by the unanimous confidence of our western constituency. 


For the present, or until satisfactory adjustments can be arranged, he will 
continue the pastoral oversight of the Red Cloud Church. To facilitate the 
discharge of his dual responsibility he will co-operate other volunteer workers 
as far as possible to promote the general plans of his office. 


-® 
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For years he 


F. G. Corrin, President. 





in our choir, which is a great inspiration to 
all who attend, especially the pastor. — Jan- 
uary 31 we were pleased to have with us Mrs. 
W. H. Martin, of Dayton, Ohio, our returned 
missionary from Porto Rico, who came in be- 
half of our young people’s missionary society. 
Mrs. Martin is a very earnest and conse- 
crated servant of the Master, and anyone de- 
siring a better knowledge of our duty, to 
others will do well to give Sister Martin a 
call. We give God the glory and honor for 
the work thus far accomplished.—Bert Page. 
Pastor. 


Muncie, February 1—The Eastern Indiana 
Quarterly Conference met last Tuesday eve- 
ning with the Middletown Christian Church, 
and held sessions through Wednesday and 
Thursday. Extreme weather conditions and 
other causes prevented a large attendance, 
but the discussions were interesting, and we 
trust the cause of the Kingdom was pro- 
moted. — Our evangelistic services here have 
continued two weeks, with possibly the best 
attendance we have had in a series of a 
similar kind since I have known the work. 
Thus far we have received four additions. 
The services will continue this week, and 
Rev. C. A. Duncan, of Mooreland, will be with 
me to do the preaching. During the past two 
weeks the following ministers have assisted 
and each delivered a helpful message: Rev. 
L. D. Hammond, Rev. Guernsey Stephens, Rev. 
R. P. Arrick, Rev. Peter Wasson, Rev. H. H. 
Short, and Rev. C. A. Duncan. Thus far the 
services have been largely preparatory. Rev. 
D. C. Metsker, pastor of the Eden Church 
near here, was with us Friday evening with 
a very large delegation from Eden. They 
have just closed a series of services resulting 
in about fifty additions to their membership. 
Rev. A. E. Cortner assisted and did the 
preaching. — Rev. Guernsey Stephens is 
supplying at the Eighth St. Church, this city, 
for the pastor, Rev. J. R. Cortner, who has 
been confined at his home in Farmland, by 
serious illness. Brother Cortner’s condition 
was reported some better yesterday. — Rev. 
L. D. Hammond, pastor, has just closed a 
very successful Kingdom Enlistment Week 
campaign, at Farmland, with Rev. Clarence 
Defur, D. D., as director—Murdock W. 
Butler. 


Greentown, February 3—We are still carry- 
ing on in God’s Kingdom. I assisted Rev. 
c. Cc. Tarr at Center Church in a two weeks’ 
meeting. The church was greatly revived 
and six names were added to the roll. At 
Antioch we conducted an eighteen days’ meet- 
ing with the view of reviving the church to 
bigger and better service. This we feel ina 





good measure was accomplished besides nine 
responding to the gospel invitation. At An- 
tioch we have three goals toward which to 
work, namely, organization of prayer meet- 
ing, men’s Bible class. and remodeling of 
present structure. Already weekly cottage 
prayer meetings are being held. — Some 
sixty-five members of Antioch Church with 
their pastor attended a revival at Point Isa- 
bel Methodist Church, where we sang sev- 
eral songs, offered prayer, and gave many 
testimonies. It was a great uplift to the 
church and much appreciated by the pastor 
and congregation. — The Young People’s 
Congress of the Northwestern Indiana Chris- 
tian Conference met with the Rock Creek 
Valley Christian Church Saturday and Sun- 
day, January 30 and 31. Some one hundred 
young people were present, Greentown carry- 
ing off the honor of having the largest dele- 
gation, with thirteen young people and four 
adults. Antioch sent five young people and 
four adults. A fine banquet was served at 
six p. m., Saturday, after which stunts were 
given by the young people and a splendid 
talk by Miss Lucy M. Eldredge. The order of 
the Lord’s Day was: Sunday-school, Miss 
Eldredge, Dr. W. P. Fletcher, and business. 
It was indeed worth while. Special goals are 
being set for the coming year. The churches 


have been districted into seven districts. 
These districts are to hoid quarterly meet- 
ings, looking forward to the annual rally 


meeting in June. — Our fine ‘“‘What-so-ever” 
class at Greentown shad its regular meeting 
at the home of Lloyd Miller (our city baker) 
with some forty present. Devotional, busi- 
ness, and social were the items taken up. The 
treasurer reported seventy-four dollars in the 
treasury, twenty-five dollars being voted out 
for church budget. We are quite well pleased 
with our Sunday-school, C. E., missionary 
society, Ladies’ Aid, and prayer meetings, al- 
though we feel we could and should do much 
more in all these departments as well as in 
the regular church services. — Our revival is 
to begin at Greentown March 14, to continue 
until Easter, April 4. Pray for us. We have 
had several funerals lately and gave a talk 
at our high school on the subject of “Five 
Wells,” namely “Well Bred, Well Fed, Well 
Read, Well Wed, Well Led,” and these “wells” 
were well received. Let us all keep on Keep- 
ing on.—J. J. Beisiegel. 


NEBRASKA 
Red Cloud, February 2—Dr. McD. Howsare 
came to Red Cloud and began his regular pro- 
gram of Kingdom Enlistment Week January 
17, with our church. It was our first ex- 
perience with this plan of evangelistic serv- 
ice. To me it is a wonderful program. My 
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experience with the old type of evangelism is 
that the evangelist and pastor are about all 
who do personal work. In some meetings 
which I have held, I personally interviewed 
every person who decided for Christ and 
united with the church. It seems that very 
few, if any, decide for Christ until some one 
gives a personal invitation. It is the old pro- 
gram of Andrew inviting Peter, and Philip 
inviting Nathanael. This personal work is 
the secret of the success of Kingdom Enlist- 
ment Week. Dr. Howsare helps a number of 


people to do personal work. From the first, 
he has a job ready for every one who will 
volunteer for any sort of service. At Red 
Cloud we had nineteen teams and more than 
thirty laymer went out and invited their 


friends to accept Christ as their Savior. With 
such a force, we can easily accomplish in one 
week as much as in two or three weeks under 
the old plan. These laymen went out and 
helped forty-six people to decide for Christ 
and the Church. Out of this number thirty- 
united with the church on the last day 
of the meeting. Others will be received later. 
The church is encouraged and feels very 
grateful for Dr. Howsare’s help. 

Two carloads came twenty-eight miles from 
the Olive Hill Church on Wednesday evening. 
Mr. Glen Sack, of Gresham, Nebraska, helped 
with the singing and in the office making 
a quite thorough study of the plan.—c. G. 
Nelson, Pastor. 
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Getting Ready for the Trip 
By Hilda Richmond 


ETTING ready for a summer trip in 

winter? Why not? In winter there is 
time for leisurely talk and investigation of 
routes and making arrangements that sum- 
mer never has. Besides it is so pleasant 
when the wind is howling around to be 
looking over maps and writing letters about 
roads and wayside accommodations. In fact, 
it makes the winter seem much shorter, be- 
cause once the subject comes up there are 
so many things to do and to think of. Did 
you ever see anyone searching frantically in 
a hot attic or closet for an old wool shirt 
for a camping trip? All this might be 
avoided if in winter or spring the old warm 
things needed for outdoor sleeping had been 
properly marked and put in a convenient 
place for the next summer. 

In winter there is time to write to old 
acquaintances in distant States and inquire 
about fishing and camping. It is also the 
time to interview others who have gone over 
the route to find about cost and tourists’ 
camps. All these things should be carefully 
written out so there will be no guess work 
when the time comes. Once we took a trip 
and had all the items of interest jotted down 
in a small notebook, besides having the map 
marked as to things we wished to see. In 
that way there was no forgetting them. 
Some of our friends took the same route 
and missed a number of attractive features 
because they trusted to memory and forgot 
some of them. 

By beginning in time it is often easy to 
make up a congenial party all bent on the 
same journey and all wishing to spend a 
small amount of money instead of going to 
show off their fine clothes and try the best 
hotels. In this way camp expenses are 
lessened and enjoyment increased. A good 
camp stove will suffice for a dozen as well 
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as two or three, and if there are children in 
the company they will enjoy the trip more 
than if only their own parents were their 
companions. 

Next summer we want to go to Washing- 
ton, D. C., if it is at all possible, and we are 
going over the situation from every stand- 
point. Is it cheaper to drive than to go on 
the train? Some of our friends contend 
that it is too expensive to drive, while others 
say that it is cheaper and more enjoyable. 
There is no use waiting until hot weather 
to find out what to do, and how to do it. 
We want to know what to see and the most 
economical use of our time in seeing it. Will 
an auto be a help or a hindrance in a city 
like Washington? That is what we hope 
to find out definitely in making plans. Are 
hotel rates cheaper in summer than in win- 
ter, and is the weather so much hotter, as 
some say, that a trip is not enjoyable until 
September or later? 

Some people say they do not like to plan 
ahead lest something come to disturb their 
calculations; but even if that proves true, 
there is no harm in adding to one’s knowl- 
edge of the country by a study of routes and 
attractions. To us half the enjoyment of 





going somewhere lies in getting ready care- 
fully for the trip and then making it just 
as profitable as can be for the amount of 
money we have to spend. 


Kenton, Ohio. 


Not Yet 


HY couldn’t I have learned that long 

ago?” Mary’s voice was rebellious and 
her eyes were bright with unshed tears of 
vexation. 

“Why did I have to go on getting more 
and more sure of myself and of my ways 
of doing things, until suddenly I learned 
in this terribly hard way that my ways and 
I are all wrong! I ought to have been 
taught not to be cocksure along with not 
to be a liar or a thief!” 

Aunt Selina’s eyes were bright too, but 
with sympathy, not vexation. 

“Do you think you could have assimilated 
all that at once, Mary child? Are you sure 
you could have digested the full dose? 

“Once when I was a little girl out on our 
California ranch, Joe, a half-breed Indian 
who lived in a little hut on the edge of our 
place, had a very sick baby. Father had 
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some medicine for the baby and twice every 
day Joe tramped the three miles up to our 
house to get the medicine properly measured 
out for him. I remember a friend of 
mother’s, who was visiting us, finally broke 
out with, 

“‘Why, Will Sanders, how can you make 
that poor Indian come here twice a day for 
that medicine? Give him the bottle and 
be done with it!’ 

“Father laughed good-naturedly at her 
outburst. 

“Don’t get excited, Fanny,’ he said. ‘I 
gave Joe a bottle of medicine once for an- 
other sick baby—with careful directions as 
to its use. He took it home and gave the 
whole bottleful to the baby at once, with the 
result that the baby died. This is the only 
safe way—considering Joe’s limitations.’ 

“A wiser man than my father once told 
His disciples that He had many other things 
to tell them but that they could not bear 
them all—yet. It was the only safe way— 
considering Peter’s limitations, for example.” 

“Or Mary’s!” 

The laugh was a little unsteady, but it 
rang true. 

“Maybe I’ll get to be sure some day in- 
stead of cocksure. I guess I’ve had my 
medicine in as big doses as I could bear it 
—yet!”—Helen Grace Murray, in Zion’s 
Herald. 


Why We Shake Hands 


ID you ever wonder why it is that folks 
usually shake hands when they meet? 
Perhaps you know that many things we 
do have come down to us as customs from 
our early ancestors. Shaking hands is just 
such a custom. 

In the olden days every one had to carry 
a sword to protect himself from robbers or 
enemies he might meet. He always kept his 
right hand on the handle of the sword in 
order to use it if necessary. 


Of course, when he met a friend it was 
customary to hold out his right hand to 
show that it didn’t hold a sword ready for 
attack, and the friend did likewise. They 
shook hands then, as a token of their trust 
in each other. 


Of course the custom doesn’t mean that 
any more! Imagine grandfather or Uncle 
Jim holding a sword in his pocket! Men 
no longer need to carry such weapons, but 
the custom remains with us.—sSelected. 


That Top-shelf Attitude 


E recently received a challenging letter 

from one of our subscribers, a lady in 
her seventy-eighth year, who joined the 
church at the age of seventeen and has a 
record of more than thirty years as a Sun- 
day-school teacher. In the communication, 
written in a kindly Christian spirit, she 
dwelt at length upon what she called the 
“top-shelf attitude.” By way of illustra- 
tion, she said: 


A Syrian Jew pack peddler had been mak- 
ing my home his stopping-place. I took him 
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to church with me and into my Sunday- 
school class of boys and young men. He 
sat in the pew with me and held part of my 
hymn book.... After he had been to 
church with me a few times, my pastor said 
to me, “Oh, Mrs. , don’t lower your dig- 
nity by making friends of such people.” 

You may think this was an exceptional 
case. Let me give you another. A poor 
family, burned out, moved into a poor house 
not many rods from our church parsonage 
and the homes of several of our prominent 
church members. There were eleven chil- 
dren in the family, eight of them under 
twelve years of age. The children, unusual- 
ly bright and well behaved, were dressed in 
all sorts of “hit-and-miss” clothing. The 
mother was a little frail woman, dis- 
couraged, tired out. Neither our pastor nor 
his wife nor any church member ever en- 
tered that house only a few rods from their 
doors to see if they could be friends to that 
family. After a while they moved near my 
home. Our pastor said to me, “I was so 
glad when they moved away; it made my 
heart ache to see those little children so 
ragged and dirty.” 





We feel very sure that the “top-shelf 
attitude” so pointedly illustrated in this 
letter from a subscriber is by no means the 
rule among preachers, but the communica- 
tion serves nevertheless as a very timely 


warning against what we are inclined to 
think is a growing danger.—Zion’s Herald. 


Rushing to the Grave 


ON’T be continually rushing about your 

business or your pleasure. The man who 
does so reaches the grave several years 
sooner than the man who doesn’t. 

Hurry, lack of exercise, improper eating, 
and insufficient rest imperil your chances of 
living long and well, according to Robert 
D. Laughner, writing in Denver Young 
Men’s News. The breakneck rush of com- 
petition in business, mental strain, the use 
of labor-saving devices which result in a 
loss of exercise, the increasing use of the 
automobile and street car instead of legs as 
means of locomotion, the quick lunch, over- 
eating, overweight—these things tend to 
bring on what Mr. Laughner calls “the 
tragedy of dying five years ahead of your 
time.” 

To avoid this tragedy, exercise of a few 
hours a week in the gymnasium and swim- 
ming pool under competent direction is 
recommended; likewise deep breathing, “‘eat- 
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ing properly of well-chosen foods to suit 
your needs,” and avoidance of draughts and 
poor ventilation. 

“As a race, we are lazy in doing things 
for ourselves, or, I should say, to benefit 


our health,” says Mr. Laughner. “I am 
sure if we were to give the same thought to 
proper living and health habits as we give 
to the efficiency and economic operation of 
our autos, we would easily add five years 
of efficient living to the average business 
man’s life.” 


Waiting in Silence 

HE first verse of the sixty-second psalm 

contains a very significant expression. 
The psalmist is speaking of the confidence 
with which he turns to God. “My soul,” he 
declared, “waiteth in silence for God only: 
from him cometh my salvation.” Perhaps a 
little more strictly the thought in David’s 
mind is that he turns in silence, that is, 
in trustful submission, to Jehovah, from 
whom his help comes. This is not simply 
standing still and waiting for God to speak; 
it is more than that: it is waiting in calm- 
ness of spirit, still before God, till his time 
comes. 

A business man bears this testimony to 
the value in his life of this kind of waiting: 


My days are full of things which must 
be done. From morning till night I must 
be busy. Days come when it seems as if 
I could not bear up against the burden of 
hurry and worry. So many things to dis- 
tract and keep me on my mettle! At these 
times it seems almost as if there were a 
leakage of nervous force. I think of it as 
if some nerve had been tapped and my vital 
force and energy were running to waste. 
Then if I can just get away into some room 
all by himself and sit there alone with God 
for a little while, power and poise come back 
to me. It is like putting a battery on 
charge. Somehow, as I wait there in the 
stillness, God meets me and pours my soul 
full, so that I can go on to the end of the 
day. I could not do without these moments 
of silence. 


“Waiting in silence for God only.” Noth- 
ing else will do in these days. Do we not 
all understand just what this man of busi- 
ness means when he describes the awful 
pressure life brings to us in this our day 
and generation? We, too, have seen faith 
lose its clear vision, trust trickle away like 
water from an intermittent spring, and hope 
draw back startled at the appearance of 
evil. Spirituality seemed quite at the 
breaking point. We have turned, as David 
must have turned, to men and found their 
wisdom folly; we have tried to think our- 
selves back to the old ways alone, only to 
find that we were wandering farther and 
farther into the shadows. 


Well for us, then, if we have “turned in 
silence,” as the Singer of Israel tells us he 
did, and waited for God. Not simply sitting 
by oneself. One may sit thus and be dis- 
traught and sore pressed by the world; but 
never can one really wait in silence, with 
the ear down close to the lips of the Lord, 
and the heart open to catch his words, and 
not rise up strong, brave, and ready for the 
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rest of the day, and for all the days which 
still lie on ahead. God help us to “turn 
in trustful submission” to God, for “from 
him cometh our salvation—Edgar L. Vin- 
cent, in Zion’s Herald. 


Living Dangerously and Winning 
the Victory 


HE world is full of dangers. Fears have 

consequently played a large part in hu- 
man life and experience. Men are afraid of 
the new, the unknown, the mysterious; and 
there are always things that are new and 
unknown and mysterious. Fear of the un- 
known grows out of the experience of dan- 
gers of things known. 

Dangers, real or supposed, are, therefore, 
inescapable in life. There are germs, pos- 
sibly disease germs, on everything that we 
touch and in every place we go. New 
powers have come into the possession of 
humanity and all power is fraught with 
possible danger. The automobile is an ex- 
ample. Money is power whose possession is 
fraught with danger. Knowledge is power 
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“BUT ” 


I LOVE Thee, blessed Lord, 
And seek to do Thy will, 

But please deliver me, I| ask, 
From that pest “Annie Pill.” 


I love Thy Church, O God, ~ 
The house of thine abode, 

But while “Doc” Bright our pastor is 
I'll bear naugh of its load. 


I thank Thee for my voice 
And power to inspire— 
But don’t expect much help from me 


While ‘“‘So-and-so”’ leads the choir. 


Thy table, precious Friend, 

Is with thy bounties spread— 
But if John Jones officiates 

I take no wine or bread. 


All that I am or have 
Are gifts that come from Thee— 
But I will not thy cause support, 
I'm sore at Tessie Lee. 


Please, Lord, I need thy help, 
And for it now I pray, 
Prepare a place in heav'n for me— 
But not with Mrs. Gray. Amen. 
—Selected. 
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and the acquisition of new scientific knowl- 
edge sometimes threatens the existence of 
customs and ideas that are revered. Liberty 
releases new powers and sudden attainment 
sometimes destroys other things equally 
valuable and sacred. 

Successful living requires that we learn 
how to live in a world that has dangers. 
Great masses of people live healthy lives in 
a world filled with mysterious germs of 
tuberculosis, smallpox, and other frightful 
diseases. In spite of its dangers, money is 
necessary to life that is even tolerable. The 
inquiring mind that providence has put in 
humanity will continue its relentless search 
for truth. The sciences may result in de- 
stroying cherished ideas and may even be in 
error at times, but we must learn to live in 
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a world where people are exploring new 
areas constantly. In spite of its dangers 
the love of liberty is irrepressible in any 
race worthy of preservation and we must 
adjust ourselves to a world where liberty is 
demanded. 

Some of these feared things, like science 
and wealth, are totals for our use. They 
may be put to evil use but the highest type 
of life cannot be attained without putting 
them to their proper use. 


What is the solution of life’s dilemma in 
the face of inescapable dangers? This is the 
victory—even our faith. God rules in the 
world he has made and the forces that work 
for righteousness ultimately win. The 
Church used to fear the fiddle and the movie 
and the automobile, but the Church has 
learned to lay these things under tribute 
and devote them to the furtherance of the 
will of God and the work of religion. 


The secret of successful living, in a dan- 
gerous world, is to learn the will and the 
way of God and to get in line. What does 
God want most of anything in the world? 
“What does God require of thee but to do 
justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
thy God?” It may be important to under- 
stand the doctrine of the decrees and of 
transubstantiation, the procession of the 
spirit, and myriad other refinements of the- 
ological puzzle makers; but really the great 
thing in the mind of God is that men should 
live righteously and establish a world of 
good will. Grounded in this conviction, 
life’s dangers may be met with a stout heart. 
Faith moves on to whatever is before. “Thou 
shalt keep him in perfect peace whose mind 
is stayed on thee because he trusteth in 
thee.” This is the victory that overcometh 
—even our faith.—I. J. Cahill, in The Chris- 
tian-Evangelist. 
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It is said that an intimate friend of the 
great artist Millais went early one morning 
to an art gallery to see a display of his 
paintings. As she was going up the steps 
she saw the artist coming down. He tried 
to avoid her, but could not. When she came 
face to face with him she saw that his 
cheeks were wet with tears. “My lady,” he 
said, “I am sorry that you have found me 
thus unmanned. I have just been looking 
at my early paintings. I find that they 
promised far more than I have ever at- 
tained. I have not realized my possibilities. 
That is what has broken my heart.” 

Have you realized yours? As you gather 
round this table to take these symbols of 
the sacrificial death of our Lord, will you 
not by faith receive him and count on him 
to enter as he promises he will enter? Then, 
too, you will be able to say, “Christ liveth 
in me.”—Dr. Clovis G. Chappell. 


a) 


Real industry is not the employment of 
known and given means. Art and genius 
consist in achieving in spite of difficulties 
and in finding little or nothing impossible.— 
Napoleon. 











